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INTRODUCTION. 



THIS work has not been compiled 
for those who have the power and 
opportunity to be earnest students of 
the Bible. It is rather intended for 
those who from preoccupation, or some 
other cause, have not specially observed 
how much the Bible contains which 
bears in a striking way on problems that 
occupy the minds of many who desire 
improvement in the social conditions 
which they see around them. 

There are a multitude of people who 
in different degrees are striving, however 
humbly, often against great discourage- 
ment, for what are called principles of 
Social Reform. And of these, some 
who lead hurried lives and read chiefly 
modern books, may be glad to revive 
memories stored in childhood and youth, 
and thus may realise afresh how much 
inspiration and guidance can be obtained 
from the imperishable Sacred Books 
dear to the hearts of all thoughtful 
people. 



X INTRODUCTION. 

The conditions of life vary, the prob- 
lems to be solved are difiPerent, but the 
principles of justice and truth cannot 
change, and the same words of hope 
which have been the mainstay of re- 
formers of past ages may well inspire 
us. The intention has been to indicate 
the places where these words may be 
found, to draw them forth out of the 
mass of other matter which surrounds 
them, and to place the most striking 
passages side by side, grouping them as 
far as possible under certain heads. The 
historical order of date in which they 
were written is set aside. Many of the 
passages might have been extended with 
advantage, but brevity was important 
that the book might fulfil its purpose ; 
those who desire to do so can study the 
context. 

The difficulty of such a task obviously 
lay in selection. It has been said, "You 
may prove an3^hing you like from the 
Bible — atheism even, from the 14th 
Psalm if you omit the words * the fool 
hath said in his heart.' " 

This work is not arranged with the 
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object of proving anything at all ; such 
an intention has been studiously avoided. 
The aim throughout has been to bring 
together in a portable form some at 
least of the verdicts both of the Old 
and the New Testament on the main 
questions of social life, to shew, alike 
in time, occasion, and treatment, that 
the main principles of true social ad- 
vance are the same for all time. We 
can never outlive them, they are eternal, 
whatever else may change. Whether 
we seek for them among the teachings 
of the patriarchs and prophets, or dwell 
on the words of Christ and his followers, 
the result is the same. Contrasts bring 
out their force. Side by side with the 
passages about poverty we have those 
which shew the duties of the rich and 
the dangers of wealth — blessings on 
benevolence and mercy stand next to 
those on stalwart independence and 
thrift — * peace* over against a 'sword.* 

Social reformers have existed in all 
ages from the time that there were any 
evils to redress, any cruelties, any remov- 
able suffering and misery in the world. 



X INTRODUCTION. 

The important question for each age 
is : What are the foundation principles 
upon which the work of those who 
strive after a higher level of life is 
carried on? And there is a supple- 
mentary question, which is also of great 
interest : What have been the writings 
and the thoughts from which were drawn 
the stimulus and guidance of those 
before us who lived and even died for 
causes worthy, noble, and inspiring ? 

Savonarola,* in prison and face to 
face with an ignominious and inevitable 
death, brokenhearted at the apparent 
failure of his life's work, selected verses 
from the Psalms on Sorrow and Hope, 
and wrote meditations on them for his 
followers. 

Oliver Cromwell,! training his " Iron- 
sides,'' compiled a small handbook of 
quotations from the Bible printed in 
pocket form and bound in strong soft 

•** Sorrow and Hope," by J. Savonarola. 

S.P.CiiL., 1893. 

t" Cromwell's Soldier's Bible," published in 
facsimile, with a preface by Sir G. Wolselcy, 
for the army, by Elliot Stock, 1895. 
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leather, so that it might be buttoned 
under their uniforms, next to the heart. 

An original copy of this pamphlet is 
now worth a large sum of money ; only 
two or three survive. May we not be- 
lieve that of those which did not perish 
with their owner on the field of battle 
many were worn out by constant use ? 

If such is the fate of even one copy 
of the present work, my object will be 
fully accomplished. 

I acknowledge with gratitude the ad- 
vice and encouragement of Mr. Jambs 
Rhoades, Mr. Herbert Samuel, and 
of my brother, Mr. Arthur Acland. 

My thanks are due to the Universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge for their kind 
permission to print from the Revised 
Version. 

M.L.H.D. 
DuNSDEN Vicarage, 
Reading, 1899. 
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SECTION I. 



LABOUR. 

Summary. 

1-3 — Labour, the Ordinance of God, 
is profitable to man for health and well- 
being all his life long. 4-9 — Let him 
welcome labour even if it seem to him 
drudgery ; let him work heartily that he 
may gain peace of mind, and God will 
instruct him. 10-1 2 — Let employers act 
fairly to the employed, and not deny 
them liberty. 13-17 — Let the employed 
act honourably to their masters, as in 
God's sight. 18-24— The labourer has 
a right to freedom, and can claim wages 
sufficient not only for life, but for his 
true development, if in return he gives 
the best labour of which he is capable. 
25-37 — Jesus Christ and Paul taugbt by 

/ 

/ 

/ 
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example and exhortation that hard work 
alone develops and perfects a man's life. 
38-39 — The craftsman may trust in the 
inspiration of God and feel His presence 
with him in his work. 40 — The virtuous 
housewife finds dignity in her labour, 
and joy in her husband's praise. 41-42 
— Boaz, greeting the labourers in the 
field, and caring for the welfare of 
Ruth, sets an example to employers of 
labour. 43 — ^Agriculture does not always 
prosper. 44-45 — God will give rest to the 
weary and careworn labourer. 46-48 — 
Man must work to maintain himself and 
those dependent on him, and if he work 
honestly from right motives God will 
prosper him. 



(A. v., Authorised Version ; R.V., Revised 
Version ; APOC, Apocrypha.) 



LABOUR. 5 

I, 1-3. 

Labour the Ordinance of Qod. 

1. 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 

bread, till thou return unto the ground. 

Genesis iii, 19. (a.v.) 

2. 
Hate not laborious work; neither 
husbandry » which the Most High hath 
ordained. 

Ecclesiasticus vii, 15. (apoc.) 
8. 

Give ye ear, and hear my voice; 
hearken, and hear my speech. Doth 
the plowman plow continually to sow? 
doth he continually open and break the 
clods of his ground? When he hath 
made plain the face thereof, doth he 
not cast abroad the fitches, and scatter 
the cummin, and put in the wheat in 
rows and the barley in the appointed 
place and the spelt in the border there- 
of? For his God doth instruct him 
aright, and doth teach him. .... This 
also Cometh forth from the Lord of 
hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, 
and excellent in wisdom. 

Isaiah xxviii, 23-29. (r.v.) 
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I, 4-8. 

Labour brin^^s Blessin^^s to Man. 

4. 

That every man should eat and drink, 

and enjoy good in all his labour, is the 

gift of God. 

Ecclesiastes iii, 13. (r.v.) 

5. 
In all labour there is profit : but the 
talk of the lips tendeth only to penury. 

Proverbs xiv, 23. (a. v.) 

6. 
The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, 
whether he eat little or much : but the 
fulness of the rich will not suffer him to 
sleep. 

Ecclesiastes v, 12. (r.v.) 

7. 
Better is he that laboureth, and 
aboundeth in all things, than he that 

glorifieth himself, and lacketh bread. 

Ecclesiasticus x, 27. (apoc.) 

8. 
The life of one that laboureth, and is 

contented, shall be made sweet 

My son, lead not a beggar's life 

better it is to die than to beg. 

Ecclesiasticus xl, 18, 28. (apoc.) 
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I, 9-12. 

9. 

We beseech you, brethren, . . . that 
ye study to be quiet, and to do your own 
business and to work with your own 
hands, as we commanded you ; 

That ye may walk honestly toward 
them that are without, and that ye may 
have lack of nothing. 

I Thessalonians iv, 10-12. (a. v.) 



Duties of Employers. 

10. 

Entreat not evil a servant that work- 
eth truly, nor a hireling that giveth thee 
his life. Let thy soul love a wise serv- 
ant ; defraud him not of .liberty. 

Ecclesiasticus vii, 20-21. (apoc.) 

11. 
Ye masters .... forbear threatening ; 
knowing that both their Master and 
yours is in heaven, and there is no 
respect of persons with him. 

Ephesians vi, 9. (r.v.) 
12. 

Masters, render unto your servants 
that which is just and equal; knowing 
that ye also have a Master in heaven. 

Colossians iv, 1. (R.v.) 
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I, 13-16. 

Duties of the Employed. 

13. 

Servants, be obedient to them that 
are your masters according to the flesh, 
.... in singleness of your heart, as unto 
Christ; not with eyeservice as men- 
pleasers ; but as the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart; 
with good will doing service, as to the 
Lord, and not to men. 

Ephesians vi, 5-7. (a.v.) 
14. 
Let as many as are servants under 

the yoke count their own masters wor- 
thy of all honour, that the name of God 
and the doctrine be not blasphemed. 

I Timothy vi, 1. (R.V.) 
15. 
Exhort servants to be in subjection 

to their own masters, and to be well- 
pleasing to them in all things; not 
gainsaying ; not purloining, but shewing 
all good fidelity; that they may adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 

*^*"S^* Titus ii, 9-10. (R.V.) 

16. 
Servants, be in subjection to your 

masters with all fear; not only to the 
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I, 17-19. 

good and gentle, but also to the froward. 
For this is acceptable, if for conscience 
toward God a man endureth griefs, 
suffering wrongfully. 

I Peter ii, 18-19. (r.v.) 
17. 

Servants, obey in all things them that 

are your masters according to the flesh ; 

not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but 

in singleness of heart, fearing the Lord : 

whatsoever ye do, work heartily, as unto 

the Lord, and not unto men ; knowing 

that from the Lord ye shall receive the 

recompense of the inheritance : ye serve 

the Lord Christ. 

Colossians iii, 22-24. (r.v.) 



Wages and Recompense. 

18. 

The labourer is worthy of his hire. 

Luke X, 7. (a.v.) 
19. 

Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when 
he treadeth out the com. 

Deuteronomy xxv, 4. (r.v.) 
I Timothy v, 18. (r.v.) 



r 
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I, 20-22. 

20. 

It is written in the law of Moses, 

Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he 

treadeth out the corn. Is it for the 

oxen that God careth, or saith he it 

altogether for our sake ? Yea, for our 

sake it was written: because he that 

ploweth ought to plow in hope, and he 

that thresheth, to thresh in hope of 

partaking. 

I Corinthians ix, 9-10. (r.y.) 

21. 

The husbandman that laboureth must 
be the first to partake of the fruits. 

Consider what I say; for the Lord 

shall give thee understanding in all 

things. 

II Timothy ii, 6-7. (r.v.) 

22. 

(Paul). Am I not free? .... My 
defence to them that examine me is this. 
Have we no right to eat and to drink? 
... I and Barnabas, have we not a right 
to forbear working ? What soldier ever 
serveth at his own charges ? . . . . Who 
feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the 
milk of the flock ? 

I Corinthians ix, 1, 3, 6, 7. (r.V.) 
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I, 23-25. 

23. 

Behold, the hire of the labourers who 

have reaped down your fields, which is 

of you kept back by fraud, crieth : and 

the cries of them which have reaped are 

entered into the ears of the Lord of 

Sabaoth. 

James v, 4. (a.v.) 

24. 
Woe unto him that buildeth his house 
by unrighteousness, and his chambers 
by injustice ; that useth his neighbour's 
service without wages, and giveth him 
not his hire ; that saith, I will build me 
a wide house and spacious chambers, . . . 
and it is cieled with cedar, and painted 
with vermilion. Shalt thou reign, be- 
cause thou strivest to excel in cedar? 
did not thy father eat and drink, and do 
judgment and justice? Then it was 

well with him. 

Jeremiah xxii, 13-15. (r.v.) 



The Strenuous Labour of 
Jesus Christ. 

25. 
I must work the works of him that 
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1,26-29. 

sent me while it is day: the night 
Cometh, when no man can work. 

John ix, 4. (a.v.) 
26. 

Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and to 
accomplish his work. 

John iv, 34. (r.v.) 

27. 
I glorified thee on the earth, having 
accomplished the work which thou hast 
given me to do. 

John xvii, 4. (r.v.) 
28: 

The apostles gather themselves to- 
gether unto Jesus ; and they told him all 
things, whatsoever they had done, and 
whatsoever they had taught. And he 
saith unto them, Come ye yourselves 
apart into a desert place, and rest 
awhile. For there were many coming 
and going, and they had no leisure so 
much as to eat. 

Mark vi, 30-31. (r.v.) 

29. 
The multitude cometh together again, 
so that they could not so much as eat 
bread. And when his friends heard it, 
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I, 30-31. 

they went out to lay hold on him : for 
they said, He is beside himself. 

Mark Hi, 20-21. (r.v.) 



The Exhortations and Example 

of Paul. 

30. 

Ye did not so learn Christ ; if so be 
that ye heard him, and were taught in 
him, even as truth is in Jesus : that ye 
put away .... the old man .... and put 
on the new man, which after God hath 
been created in righteousness and holi- 
ness of truth. .... Let him that stole 
steal no more: but rather let him 
labour, working with his hands the 
thing that is good, that he may have 

whereof to give to him that hath need. 

Ephesians iv, 20-28. (r.v.) 

31. 
(Paul) When we were with you, this 
we commanded you, If any will not 
work, neither let him eat. For we hear 
of some that walk among you disorderly, 
that work not at all, but are busybodies. 
Now them that are such we command 
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I, 82-85. 

and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that with quietness they work, and eat 
their own bread. 

II Thessalonians iii, 10-12. (r.v.) 

82. 

Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed. 

II Timothy ii, 15. (a.v.) 

83. 

Even unto this present hour we both 

hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and 

are buflPeted, and have no certain dwell- 

ingplace ; and labour, working with our 

own hands. 

I Corinthians iv, 11-12, (a.v.) 

34. 

Ye remember, brethren, our labour 
and travail: for labouring night and 
day, because we would not be chargeable 
unto any of you, we preached unto you 
the gospel of God. 

I Thessalonians ii, 9. (a.v.) 
35. 

Neither did we eat any man's bread 

for nought. 

II Thessalonians iii, 8. (a.v.) 
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1,36-38. 

36. 
And when I was present with you, and 
wanted, I was chargeable to no man: 
. . . and in all things I have kept myself 
from being burdensome unto you, and so 
will I keep myself. 

II Corinthians xi, 9 (a.v.) 
37. 

Paul departed from Athens, and came 
to Corinth, and found . . . Aquila . . . 
with his wife Priscilla, • • and because he 
was of the same craft, he abode with 
them, and wrought : for by their occu- 
pation they were tentmakers. 

Acts xviii, 1-3. (a.v.) 



Inspiration of Craftmansliip. 



! 

I 38. 



Yet now be strong, O Zerubabbel, 
saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest ; and 
be strong, all ye people of the land, 
saith the Lord, and work : for I am with 
you, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Haggai ii, 4. (r.a.) 
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I, 30-40. 

Behold, I have created the smith that 

hloweth the coals in the fire, and that 

hringeth forth an instrument for his 

work. . . . No weapon that is formed 

against thee shall prosper .... This is 

the heritage of the servants of the Lord» 

and their righteousness is of me> saith 

the Lord. 

Isaiah liv, 16-17. (a. v.) 



Labour of the Virtuous Housewife. 

40. 

A virtuous woman .... seeketh wool 
and flax, and worketh willingly with her 
hands .... She riseth also while it is 
yet night, and giveth meat to her house- 
hold, and their task to her maidens. . . . 
She girdeth her loins with strength, and 
maketh strong her arms ... Her lamp 
goeth not out by night. She layeth her 
hands to the distaff, and her hands hold 

the spindle She is not afraid of 

the snow for her household ; for all her 
household are clothed with scarlet. She 
maketh for herself carpets of tapestry ; 
her clothing is fine linen and purple . . . 
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I, 41-42. 

She maketh linen garments and selleth 
them; and delivereth girdles unto the 
merchant. Strength and dignity are 
her clothing, and she laugheth at the 
time to come. She looketh well to the 
ways of her household, and eateth not 
the bread of idleness. Her children 
rise up, and call her blessed; her 
husband also, and he praiseth her. 

Proverbs xxxi, 10-28. (r.v.) 



Greeting's and Example of Boaz. 

41. 
And behold, Boaz came from Beth- 
lehem, and said unto the reapers. The 
Lord be with you. And they answered 
him, The Lord bless thee. 

Ruth ii, 4. (a.v.) 
42. 

Boaz said unto Ruth, Hearest thou 
not, my daughter ? Go not to glean in 
another field, neither go from hence, 
but abide here fast by my maidens. 
. . . The Lord recompense thy work. . . . 
And when she was risen up to glean, 
Boaz commanded his young men, saying. 
Let her glean even among the sheaves. 
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I, 43-45. 

and reproach her not : and let fall also 
some of the handfuls of purpose for 
her, and leave them, that she may glean 
them, and rebuke her not. So she 
gleaned in the field until even. 

Ruth ii, 8, 12, 15-17. (a.v.) 



Ag^ricultural Distress. 

43. 

The harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved. 

Jeremiah viii, 20. (a.v.) 



Rest from Labour. 

44. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and 

are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. 

Matthew xi, 28. (a.v.) 

(See yeretniah viy 16. Section VIIIj 6.) 

45. 

I heard a voice from heaven saying, 

Write, Blessed are the dead which die 

in the Lord from henceforth : yea, saith 

the Spirit, that they may rest from their 

labours ; for their works follow them. 

Revelation xiv, 13. (r.v.) 



\ 
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I, 46-48. 

The Right Aspect of Labour. 

46. 

In the morning sow thy seed, and in 
the evening withhold not thine hand: for 
thou knowest not which shall prosper, 
whether this or that, or whether they 
both shall be alike good. 

Truly the light is sweet, and a pleas- 
ant thing it is for the eyes to behold 

the sun. 

Ecciesiastes xi, 6-7. (r.v.) 

47. 
Wealth gotten by vanity shall be 
diminished: but he that gathereth by 

labour shall have increase. 

Proverbs xiii, 11. {r.v.) 

48. 
If any provideth not for his own, and 
specially his own household, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an 
unbeliever. 

I Timothy v, 8. (r.v.) 
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RICHES AND POVERTY. 



SECTION II. 



RICHES AND POVERTY. 

Summary. 

1-8 — Riches are differently looked 
upon by the world and by God. 9-12 — 
In His sight wealth is a curse. 13-21 — 
And poverty a blessing, simplicity of life 
has its reward. 22-25 — ^The right use 
of riches is the hardest of tasks. 26-27 
— ^An attempt to live on the principle of 
sharing all things in common was made 
by the early Christians. 28-34 — It is 
difficult rightly to regard riches; they 
give their possessors not only dignity 
and honour, but responsibility. 35-39 
— Riches do not necessarily secure to 
men happiness or prosperity, 40-44 — 
They are given by God to men, and can 
be used for the noblest ends. 45-47 — 
Happiness is really found only in con- 
tentment. 
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II, 1-4. 

Value of Riches in tlie Eye 
of the World. 

1. 
A poor man is glorified for his know- 
ledge; and a rich man is glorified for 

his riches. 

Ecclesiasticus x, 90. (apoc.) 

2. 

Strive not with a rich man, lest 

haply he overweigh thee ; for gold hath 

destroyed many, and turned aside the 

hearts of kings. 

Ecclesiasticus viii, 2. (apoc.) 

3. 
If a mighty man invite thee, be re- 
tiring, and so much the more will he 
invite thee. Press not upon him, lest 
thou be thrust back ; and stand not far 
off, lest thou be forgotten. Affect not 
to speak with him as an equal, and 
believe not his many words: for with 
much talk will he try thee, and in a 
smiling manner will he search thee out. 

Ecclesiasticus xiii, 9-11. (apoc) 

4. 
Many will entreat the favour of the 
liberal man : and every man is a friend 
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II, 5-7. 

to him that giveth gifts. All the 
brethren of the poor do hate him : how 
much more do his friends go far from 
him! He pursueth them with words, 
but they are gone. 

Proverbs xix, 6-7. (r.v.) 

5. 
It is not right to dishonour a poor 
man that hath understanding ; . . . And 
who will glorify him that dishonoureth 
his own life ? 

Ecclesiasticus x, 23, 29. (apoc.) 

6. 

A rich man when he is shaken is held 

up of his friends ; but one of low degree 

being down is thrust away also by his 

friends. 

Ecclesiasticus xiii, 21. (apoc.) 

7. 

A rich man speaketh, and all keep 
silence; and what he saith they extol to 
the clouds : A poor man speaketh, and 
they say, Who is this? and if he 
stumble, they will help to overthrow 
him. 

Ecclesiasticus xiii, 23. (apoc.) 
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11, 8-10. 

8. 

Take not up a burden above thy 
strength ; and have no fellowship with 
one that is mightier and richer than 
thyself. What fellowship shall the 
earthen pot have with the kettle ? This 
shall smite and that shall be dashed in 
pieces. 

Ecclesiasticus xiii, 2. (apoc.) 



Value of Riches in tlie Eye of Qod. 

9. 

Mary said, My soul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour. ... He hath shewed 
strength with his arm ; he hath scattered 
the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. He hath put down the mighty 
from their seats, and exalted them of 
low degree. He hath filled the hungry 
with good things, and the rich he hath 
sent empty away. 

Luke i, 46-47, 51-53. (a. v.) 

10. 
Jesus said, Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness ; for a man's life consisteth 
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II, 11-12. 

not in the abundance of the things 

which he possesseth. 

Luke xii, 15. (a.v.) 

11. 
Let the brother of low degree rejoice 
in that he is exalted: but the rich in 
that he is made low: because as the 
flower of the grass he shall pass away. 
For the sun is no sooner risen with a 
burning heat, but it withereth the grass, 
and the flower thereof falleth, and the 
grace of the fashion of it perisheth : so 
also shall the rich man fade away in 
his ways. 

Pure religion and undeflled before 

God and the Father is this, To visit 

the fatherless and widows in their 

aflliction, and to keep himself unspotted 

from the world, 

Jamesi, 9-11,27. (A.V.) 

12. 

Abraham said, Son, remember that 

thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 

things, and Lazarus in like manner evil 

things : but now here he is comforted 

and thou art in anguish. 

Luke xvi, 25. (r.v.) 
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II, 13-16. 

Poverty Blessed. 

13. 

Jesus lifted up his eyes on his dis- 
ciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: 

for yours is the kingdom of God. 

Luke vi, 20. (a. v.) 
14. 
Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath 
not God chosen the poor of this world 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom 
which he hath promised to them that 
love him ? 

But ye have despised the poor. Do 
not rich men oppress you, and. draw you 
before the judgment seats ? 

Do not they blaspheme that worthy 

name by the which ye are called ? 

James ii, 5-7. (a.v.) 
15. 

Better is the poor that walketh in 
his uprightness, than he that is perverse 
in his ways, though he be rich. 

Proverbs xxviii, 6. (a.v.) 

16. 

Better is a dinner of herbs where love 
is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. 

Proverbs xv, 17. (a. v.) 
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II, 17-22. 

17. 

Better is a little with righteousness 
than great revenues without right. 

Proverbs xvi, 8. (a. v.) 
18. 

Better is little with the fear of the 

Lord than great treasure and trouble 

therewith. 

Proverbs xv, 16. (a. v.) 

19. 
Better is an handful with quietness, 
than two handfuls with labour and 
striving after wind. 

Ecclesiastes iv, 6. (r.V.) 
20. 

Better is a little that the righteous 
hath than the abundance of many 
wicked. 

Psalms xxxvii, 16. (r.v.) 
21. 

Better is the poor that walketh in his 
integrity, than he that is perverse in his 
lips, and is a fool. 

Proverbs xix, 1. (a. v.) 



The Right Use of Riches. 

22. 

Riches are good that have no sin. 

Ecclesiasticus xiii, 24. (apoc.) 
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II, 2324. 
23. 

Behold, one came to Jesus and said, 
Master, what good thing shall I do ? ... 

He said unto him, Keep the com- 
mandments 

The young man saith unto him. All 
these things have I observed : what lack 
1 yet? 

Jesus said unto him, If thou wouldest be 
perfect, go, sell that thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven : and come, follow me. 

But when the young man heard the 
saying, he went away sorrowful : for he 
was one that had great possessions. 

Matthew xix, 16-22. (r.v.) 



The Wrong Use of Riches. 

24. 

Go to now, ye rich men, weep and 

howl for your miseries that shall come 

upon you. Your riches are corrupted, 

and your garments are moth-eaten. 

Your gold and silver is cankered ; and 

the rust of them shall be a witness 

against you, and shall eat your flesh as 

it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure 

together for the last days. 

James v, 1-3. (a.v.) 



RICHES AND POVERTY. 31 

II, 25-26. 

25. 

Nathan said, There were two men in 
one city ; the one rich, and the other poor. 
The rich man had exceeding many 
flocks and herds : but the poor man had 
nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which 
he had bought and nourished up : and it 
grew up together with him, and with his 
children ; it did eat of his own morsel, 
and drank of his own cup, and lay in his 
bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 
And there came a traveller unto the rich 
man, and he spared to take of his own 
flock and of his own herd, to dress for 
the wayfaring man that was come unto 
him, but took the poor man's lamb, and 
dressed it for the man that was come to 
him. David's anger was greatly kindled. . 

II Samuel xii, 1-4. (r.V.) 



The Example of the Early 
Christians. 

26. 

All that believed were together, and 
had all things common ; and they sold 
their possessions and goods, and parted 
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II, 27-30. 

them to all, according as any man had 
need. 

Acts ii, 44-45. (r.v.) 
27. 
For neither was there among them 
any that lacked : for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, 
and brought the prices of the things that 
were sold, and laid them at the apostles' 
feet: and distribution was made unto 
each, according as any one had need. 

Acts iv, 34-35. (r.v.) 



Temptations of Wealth. 

28. 

Many have sinned for a thing indiffer- 
ent; and he that seeketh to multiply 
gain will turn his eye away. 

Ecclesiasticus xxvii, 1. (apoc.) 
29. 

A merchant shall hardly keep himself 
from wrong-doing ; and a huckster shall 
not be aquitted of sin. 

Ecclesiasticus xxvi, 29. (apoc.) 
30. 

Jesus looked round about and saith 
unto his disciples, How hardly shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom 
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11, 31-32. 

of God I And the disciples were amazed 
at his words. But Jesus answereth 
again, and saith unto them, Children, 
how hard is it for them that trust in 
riches to enter into the kingdom of God I 
It is easier for a camel to go through a 
needle's eye, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God. And 
they were astonished exceedingly, saying 
unto him. Then who can be saved? 
Jesus looking upon them saith. With 
men it is impossible, but not with God : 
for all things are possible with God. 

Mark x, 23-27. (r.v.) 

31. 
He that was sown among the thorns, 
this is he that heareth the word ; and 
the care of the world,* and the deceit- 
fulness of riches, choke the word, and he 
becometh unfruitful. 

Matthew xiii, 22. (r.v.) 
♦Margin, " Age." 



Responsibility of Riclies. 

32. 

; My brethren, hold not the faith of our 

^ Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, 

1 
I 
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11,38. 

with respect of persons. For if there 
come into your synagogue a man with 
a gold ring, in fine clothing, and there 
come in also a poor man in vile clothing ; 
and ye have regard to him that weareth 
the fine clothing, and say, Sit thou here 
in a good place ; and ye say to the poor 
man. Stand thou there, or sit under my 
footstool; are ye not divided in your 
own mind, and become judges with evil 
thoughts ? . . . But ye have dishonoured 
the poor man. 

James ii, 1-6. (r.v.) 
33. 

(Jesus) said to him also that had 
bidden him. When thou makest a dinner 
or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy 
brethren, nor thy kinsmen, nor rich 
neighbours; lest haply they also bid 
thee again, and a recompense be made 
thee. But when thou makest a feast, 
bid the poor, the maimed, the lame, 
the blind: and thou shalt be blessed; 
because they have not wherewith to 
recompense thee: for thou shalt be 
recompensed in the resurrection of the 
just. 

Luke xiv, 12-14. (R.v.) 
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II, 34-36. 

34. 

Charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not highminded, nor 
trust in uncertain riches, but in the 
living God, who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy; that they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, ready 
to distribute, willing to communicate; 
laying up in store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to come. 

I Timothy vi, 17-19. (a.v.) 



Riches do not secure Happiness. 

35. 

When goods increase, they are in- 
creased that eat them : and what good 
is there to the owners thereof, saving 
the beholding of them with their eyes ? 

Ecclesiastes v, 11. (a.v.) 

36. 
There is an evil which I have seen 
under the sun, and it is common among 
men : a man to whom God hath given 
riches, wealth, and honour, so that he 
wanteth nothing for his soul of all that 
he desireth, yet God giveth him not 
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II, 37-38. 

power to eat thereof, but a stranger 
eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an 
evil disease. 

Ecclesiastes vi, 1. (a. v.) 

37. 

He spake a parable unto them, 
saying, The ground of a certain rich 
man brought forth plentifully: and he 
reasoned within himself, saying, What 
shall I do, because 1 have not where to 
bestow my fruits? And he said. This 
will I do: I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater; and there will I 
bestow all my corn and my goods. And 
I will say to my soul. Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, be merry. 

But God said unto him. Thou foolish 

one, this night is thy soul required of 

thee; and the things which thou hast 

prepared, whose shall they be ? So is 

he that layeth up treasure for himself, 

and is not rich towards God. 

Luke xii, 16-21. (r.v.) 

38. 
He that gathereth by taking from his 
own soul gathereth for others; and 
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II, 39-42. 

Others shall revel in his goods. He that 

is evil to himself, to whom will he be 

good ? And he shall not rejoice in his 

possessions. 

Ecclesiasticus xiv, 4, 5. (apoc.) 

39. 

There is a grievous evil which 1 have 

seen under the sun, namely, riches kept 

by the owner thereof to his hurt. 

Ecclesiastes v, 13. (r.v.) 



Duties of the Rich. 

40. 
The rich and poor meet together : the 
Lord is the maker of them all. 

Proverbs xxii, 2. (a.v.) 
41. 
Blessed is he that considereth the 
poor : the Lord will deliver him in time 
of trouble. 

Psalm xli, 1. (a.v.) 
42. 
When thou dost lend thy brother any- 
thing, thou shalt not go into his house 
to fetch his pledge. Thou shalt stand 
abroad, and the man to whom thou dost 
lend shall bring out the pledge abroad 
unto thee. 
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II, 43-45. 

And if the man be poor, thou shalt 
not sleep with his pledge : in any case 
thou shalt deliver him the pledge again 
when the sun goeth down, that he may 
sleep in his own raiment, and bless thee : 
and it shall be righteousness unto thee 
before the Lord thy God. 

Deuteronomy xxiv, 10-13. (a. v.) 

43. 

My son, deprive not the poor of his 

living, and make not the needy eyes to 

wait long. Make not a hungry soul 

sorrowful; neither provoke a man in his 

distress. 

Ecclesiasticus iv, 1, 2. (apoc.) 

44. 
Howbeit with a man in poor estate be 
longsuffering ; and let him not wait for 
thine alms. Help a poor man for the 
commandment's sake ; and according to 
his need send him not empty away. 

Ecclesiasticus xxix, 8, 9. (apoc.) 



Contentment in Poverty. 

45. 
We brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing 
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II, 4647. 

out. And having food and raiment let 

us be therewith content. 

I Timothy vi, 7, 8. (a.v.) 

46. 
Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for him : fret not thyself because of him 
who prospereth in his way, because of 
the man who bringeth wicked devices to 
pass. Cease from anger, and forsake 
wrath : fret not thyself in any wise to do 
evil. 

For evil doers shall be cut off: but 

those that wait upon the Lord, they shall 

inherit the earth. 

Psalm xxxvii, 7-9. (a. v.) 

■ 

47. 

Good things and evil, life and death, 
poverty and riches, are from the Lord. 

Ecclesiasticus xi, 14. (apoc.) 
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SECTION III. 



JUSTICE AND INJUSTICE. 

Summary. 

1-2 — God is the ideal of justice. 3-6 
— He judges men without respect of 
persons. 7-10 — If men act justly to 
their fellows, they will find acceptance 
with God and will be rewarded. 1 1 -23 — 
How then can we reach the perfection 
of justice for the nation and the in- 
dividual, so that all men shall be treated 
equally ? 24-28 — I nj ustice surrounds us 
in the world, deceit and fraud, bribery 
and iniquity, and merciless oppression ; 
29-34 — But the unjust will meet with 
punishment, and those that exalt them- 
selves will be abased. 35-37 — Let due 
honour be paid to those in authority, 
who are worthy of honour, and let fair 
dealing prevail among all men. 38-39 — 
The only debt of man to man is love. 
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Ill, 1.4. 

Qod, the Ideal of Justice. 

1. 
. . . Ascribe ye greatness unto our 
God. The Rock, his work is perfect ; 
for all his ways are judgment : a God 
of faithfulness and without iniquity. 
Just and right is he. 

Deuteronomy xxxii, 3, 4. (r.v.) 
2. 

Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and 
extol and honour the King of heaven ; 
for all his works are truth, and his ways 
judgment : and those that walk in pride 
he is able to abase. 

Daniel iv, 37. (r.v.) 



With Qod there is no Respect 
of Persons. 

3. 

There is no respect of persons with 
God. 

Romans ii, IL (a. v.) 
4. 

Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem, . . . 
and he set judges in the land throughout 
all the fenced cities of Judah, city by 
city, and said to the judges. Consider 
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III, 5-6. 

what ye do : for ye judge not for man, 
but for the Lord ; and he is with you in 
the judgment. Now therefore let the 
fear of the Lord be upon you; take 
heed and do it : for there is no iniquity 
with the Lord our God, nor respect of 
persons, nor taking of gifts. 

II Chronicles xix, 4-7. (r.v.) 

5. 
For he that doeth wrong shall receive 
again for the wrong that he hath done : 
and there is no respect of persons. 

Colossians iii, 25. (R.v.) 
6. 

(Peter said unto Cornelius), Ye your- 
selves know how that it is an unlawful 
thing for a man that is a Jew to join 
himself or come unto one of another 
nation; and yet unto me hath God 
shewed that I should not call any man 
common or unclean. . . . 

And Peter opened his mouth, and 
said. Of a truth I perceive that God is 
no respecter of persons: but in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh 

righteousness, is acceptable to him. 

Acts X, 28, 34, 35^ (r.v.) 
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Ill, 7-9. 

Justice Acceptable to Qod. 

7. 

Every way of a man is right in his 
own eyes : but the Lord pondereth the 
hearts. 

To do justice and judgment is more 
acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 

An high look, and a proud heart, and 
the plowing of the wicked, is sin. 

Proverbs xxi, 2-4. (a.v.) 
8. 

Hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obey- 
ing the voice of the Lord ? Behold, to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams. 

1 Samuel xv, 22. (a. v.) 
9. 

Thus saith the Lord God: Let it 
suffice you, O princes of Israel: remove 
violence and spoil, and execute judg- 
ment and justice; take away your 
exactions from my people, saith the 
Lord God. Ye shall have just balances, 
and a just ephah. 

Ezekiel xlv, 9, 10. (r.v.) 
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III, 10-12. 

10. 
Let your forbearance be known unto 
all men. The Lord is at hand. 

Philippians iv, 5 (R.v.) 



Justice will be Rewarded. 

11. 
If a man be just, and do that which is 
lawful and right, . . . and hath not 
oppressed any, but hath restored to the 
debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by 
violence, hath given his bread to the 
hungry, and hath covered the naked 
with a garment ; . . . hath executed true 
judgment between man and man, hath 
walked in my statutes, and hath kept 
my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, 
he shall surely live, saith the Lord God. 

Bzekiel xviii, 5, 8, 9. (a.v.) 
12. 

I the Lord love judgment, I hate 
robbery for burnt offering ; and I will 
direct their work in truth. 

Isaiah Ixi, 8. (a.v.) 
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Ill, 13-16. 

13. 

The needy shall not always be for- 
gotten: the expectation of the poor 
shall not perish for ever. 

Psalm ix, 18. (a. v.) 



Directions How to be Just. 

14. 
What then must we do? And he 
(John the Baptist) answered and said 
unto them, He that hath two coats, let 
him impart to him that hath none ; and 
he that hath food let him do likewise. 
And there came also publicans to be 
baptized, and they said unto him, Master, 
what must we do? And he said unto 
them. Extort no more than that which 
is appointed you. And soldiers also 
asked him, saying. And we, what must 
we do? And he said unto them. Do 
violence to no man, neither exact any- 
thing wrongfully ; and be content with 

your wages. 

Luke iii, 11-14. (r.v.) 

15. 
(Jesus said). But ye shall not be so : 
but he that is the greater among you. 
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III, 16-19. 

let him become as the younger ; and he 
that is chief, as he that doth serve. 

Luke xxii, 26. (R.v.) 
16. 

Take heed that ye despise not one of 
these little ones. ... It is not the will 
of your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish. 

Matthew xviii, 10, 14. (a.v.) 

17. 

Why beholdest thou the mote that is 

in thy brother's eye, but considerest not 

the beam that is in thine own eye ? 

Matthew vii, 3. (a. v.) 
See verses 4 and 5. 
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18. 
uceousness exalteth a nation. 

Proverbs xiv, 34, (a.v.) 

.' 19. 

/ All things . . . whatsoever ye would 

that men should do unto you, even so 
do ye also unto them. 

Matthew vii, 12. (r.v. 
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Ill, 27 

trouble ? The wicked in his pride doth 
persecute the poor : let them be taken 
in the devices that they have imagined. 

The wicked, through the pride of his 
countenance, will not seek after God: 
God is not in all his thoughts. 

He hath said in his heart, I shall not 
be moved: for I shall never be in 
adversity. 

His mouth is full of cursing and deceit 

and fraud : under his tongue is mischief 

and vanity. . 

Psalm X, 1, 2, 4, 6, 7. (a.v.) 

27. 
He sitteth in the lurking places of the 
villages: in the secret places doth he 
murder the innocent: his eyes are 
privily set against the poor. 

He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in 
his den : he lieth in wait to catch the 
poor : he doth catch the poor, when he 
draweth him into his net. 

He hath said in his heart, God hath 

forgotten : he hideth his face ; he will 

never see it. 

Psalm X, 8, 9, 11. (a.v.) 
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III, 28-29. 

28. 

Are there yet the treasures of wicked- 
ness in the house of the wicked, and the 
scant measure that is abominable? 
Shall I count them pure with the wicked 
balances, and with the bag of deceitful 
weights ? For the rich men thereof are 
full of violence, and the inhabitants 
thereof have spoken lies, and their 
tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 

Micah vi, 10-12. (a.v.) 



Punishment of Injustice. 

29. 

Woe unto them that call evil good, 

and good evil; that put darkness for 

light, and light for darkness ; that put 

bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter I 

Woe unto them that are wise in their 

own eyes, and prudent in their own 

sight ! Woe unto them that are mighty 

to drink wine, and men of strength to 

mingle strong drink: which justify the 

wicked for reward, and take away the 

righteousness of the righteous from him ! 

Isaiah v, 20-23. (a.v.) 
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Ill, 30-33. 
SO. 
.... The Lord abhorreth the blood- 
thirsty and deceitful maa. 

Psalm V, 6. (r.v.) 

31. 

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 

biiC rather give place unto wrath ; for tt 

is written, Vengeance is mine ; I will 

repay, saith the Lord. 

Romans xii, 19. (a.v.) 
32. 
Break thou the arm of the wicked and 
tlie evil man : seek out his wickedness 
till thou find none. . . . Lord, thou hast 
heard the desire of the humble: thou 
wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause 
thine ear to hear. To judge the father- 
less and the oppressed, that the man 
of the earth may no more oppress. 

Pulm X, 15, 17, 18. (A.v.) 
33. 
Hear this, 1 pray you, ye heads of the 
houss of Jacob, and rulers of the house 
of Israel, that abhor judgment, and 
pervert all equity. They build up Zion 
with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. 
The lieads thereof judge for reward, and 
the priests thereof teach for hire, and 
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III, 34-36. 

the prophets divine for money : yet will 

they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not 

the Lord in the midst of us? no evil 

shall come upon us. Therefore shall 

Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, 

and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and 

the mountain of the house as the high 

places of a forest. 

Micah iii, 9-12. (r.v.) 

34. 

. . . Every one that exalteth himself 

shall be humbled ; but he that humbleth 

himself shall be exalted. 

Luke xviii, 14. (R.v.) 



Honour Those Who Deserve Honour. 

35. 

Render to all their dues: tribute to 

whom tribute is due ; custom to whom 

custom ; fear to whom fear ; honour to 

whom honour. 

Romans xiii, 7. (r.v.) 

36. 

Let every soul be in subjection to the 

higher powers: for there is no power 

but of God; and the powers that be 

are ordained of God. Therefore he 

that resisteth the power, withstandeth 
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Ill, 87-38. 

the ordinance of God: and they that 
withstand shall receive to themselves 
judgment. For rulers are not a terror 
to the good work, but to the evil. And 
wouldest thou have no fear of the power ? 
do that which is good, and thou shalt 
have praise from the same : for he is a 
minister of God to thee for good. But 
if thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; 
for he beareth not the sword in vain: 
for he is a minister of God, an avenger 
for wrath to him that doeth evil. 
Wherefore ye must needs be in sub- 
jection, not only because of the wrath, 
but also for conscience sake. 

Romans xiii, 1-5. (r.v.) 
37. 

Honour all men. Love the brother- 
hood. Fear God. Honour the king. 

I Peter ii, 17. (a.v.) 



The only Debt of Man to Man 

is Love. 

38. 

Owe no man anything, save to love 
one another: for he that loveth his 
neighbour hath fulfilled the law. 

Romans xiii, 8. (R.v*) 
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III, 99. 

39. 
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honour- 
I able, whatsoever things are just, what- 

soever things are pure, whatsoever 
j things are lovely, whatsoever things are 

of good report ; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on 
these things. 

Philippians iv, 8. (r-v.) 
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SECTION IV. 



OPPRESSION AND MERCY. 

Summary. 

1-4 — Oppression is abhorrent both to 
God and man. 5-13 — God will judge 
the oppressors and punish them, and 
when the oppressed cry to him for 
deliverance He, in His strength, will 
always do them justice. 14-21 — ^The 
law, the prophets, and the parables of 
Jesus Christ exhort to mercy. 22-32 — 
Destruction shall come upon oppressors ; 
33-34 — for the misery caused by their 
evil deeds; 35-39 — as upon Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians. All who are in 
sufPering and distress shall be delivered, 
as were the Israelites. Violence and 
wrong shall not endure for ever, even 
though the mighty possess the land. 
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IV, 1-8. 

Oppression is Abhorrent to God 
and to Man. 

1. 
Surely oppression maketh a wise man 
mad. 

Ecclesiastes vii, 7. (a. v.) 
2. 

If thou seest the oppression of the 
poor, and the violent taking away of 
judgment and justice in a province,* 
marvel not at the matter : for one higher 
than the high regardeth ; and there be 
higher than they. 

Moreover the profit of the earth is 
for all: the king himself is served by 
the field. 

Ecclesiastes v, 8, 9. (r.v.) 
•Margin, ** the state." 

3. 

The word of the Lord came unto 
Zechariah, saying, Thus hath the Lord of 
hosts spoken, saying, Execute true judg- 
ment, and shew mercy and compassion 
every man to his brother : and oppress 
not the widow, nor the fatherless, the 
stranger, nor the poor ; and let none of 
you imagine evil against his brother 
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in your heart. But they refused to 
hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, 
and stopped their ears, that they should 
not hear. Yea, they made their hearts as 
an adamant stone, lest they should hear 
the law, and the words which the Lord 
of hosts had sent by his spirit by the 
hand of the former prophets : therefore 
came there great wrath from the Lord 
of hosts. 

Zechariah vii, 8-12. (r.v.) 
4. 

(Thy father) judged the cause of the 
poor and needy ; then it was well. Was 
not this to know me ? saith the Lord. 
But thine eyes and thine heart are not 
but for thy covetousness, and for to shed 
innocent blood, and for oppression, and 
for violence, to do it. 

Jeremiah xxii, 1&-17. (R.v.) 



God's Power to Deliver from 
Evil Oppressors^ 

5. 

(Your enemies) did oppress you ; and 
ye cried unto me, and I saved you out 
of their hand. Yet ye have forsaken 



64 SOCIAL REFORMER'S BIBLE. 

IV, 6-7. 

me, and served other gods: wherefore 
I will save you no more. Go and cry 
unto the gods which ye have chosen; 
let them save you in the time of your 
distress. And the children of Israel 
said unto the Lord, We have sinned : do 
thou unto us whatsoever seemeth good 
unto thee; only deliver us, we pray 
thee, this day. And they put away the 
strange gods from among them, and 
served the Lord: and his soul was 
grieved for the misery of Israel. 

Judges X, 12-16. (r.v.) 

6. 

The Lord shall deliver the needy 

when he crieth ; the poor also, and him 

that hath no helper. He shall spare 

the poor and needy, and shall save the 

souls of the needy. He shall redeem 

their soul from deceit and violence : and 

precious shall their blood be in his 

sight. 

Psalm Ixxii, 12-14. (a.v.) 

7. 
This poor man cried, and the Lord 
heard him, and saved him out of all his 
troubles. 
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The angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear him, and 
delivereth them. 

Psalm xxxiv, 6-7. (a.v.) 
8. 

Ye that fear the Lord, praise him ; . . 
For he hath not despised nor abhorred 
the affliction of the afflicted; neither 
hath he hid his face from him; but 
when he cried unto him, he heard. 

Psalm xxii, 23-24. (a. v.) 
9. 

The Lord shall cut oflF all flattering 
lips, the tongue that speaketh great 
things : who have said. With our tongue 
will we prevail ; our lips are our own : 
Who is lord over us ? 

For the spoiling of the poor, for 
the sighing of the needy, now will I 
arise, saith the Lord ; I will set him in 
safety at whom they puflF. 

Psalm xii, 3-5. (r.v.) 
10. 

He hath looked down from the height 
of his sanctuary ... to hear the sighing 
of the prisoner ; to loose those that are 
appointed to death. 

Psalm cii, 19-20. (r.v.) 
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IV, 11-13. 

11. 
.... For three transgressions .... 
yea, for four, I will not turn away the 
punishment thereof; because he did 
pursue his brother with the sword, and 
did cast off all pity, . . . because they 
have sold the righteous for silver, and 
the needy for a pair of shoes : that pant 
after the dust of the earth on the head 
of the poor, and turn aside the way of 
the meek. 

Amos i, 11<; ii, 6>7. (r.v.) 
12. 

(Blihu said). Behold, God is mighty, 
and despiseth not any : he is mighty in 
strength and wisdom. He giveth right 
to the poor* . . . He delivereth the poor 
in his affliction, and openeth their ears 
in oppression. 

Job xxxvi, 5, 6, 15. (a. v.) 
♦Or R.V. " to the afflicted their right." 

13. 

.... I will come near to you to 
judgment ; and I will be a swift witness 
against . . . those that oppress the 
hireling in his wages, the widow, and 
the fatherless, and that turn aside the 
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Stranger from his right, and fear not me, 
saith the Lord of hosts. For I am the 
Lord, I change not. 

Malachi iii, 5-6. (a.v.) 



Exhortations to Mercy. 

14. 

Thou shalt not oppress an hired ser- 
vant that is poor and needy, whether he 
be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers 
that are in thy land within thy gates : 
in his day shalt thou give him his hire, 
neither shall the sun go down upon it ; 
for he is poor, and setteth his heart 
upon it : lest he cry against thee unto 
the Lord, and it be sin unto thee. 

Deuteronomy xxiv, 14-16. (r.v.) 
15. 

(Daniel said). Wherefore, O king, let 
my counsel be acceptable unto thee, 
and break off thy sins by righteousness, 
and thine iniquities by shewing mercy 
to the poor ; if there may be a lengthen- 
ing of thy tranquillity. 

Daniel iv, 27. (R.v.) 
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IV, 16-18. 

16. 

To the Lord our God belong mercies 

and forgivenesses ; for we have rebelled 

against him; neither have we obeyed 

the voice of the Lord our God, to walk 

in his laws, which he set before us by 

his servants the prophets. 

Daniel ix, 9-10. (R.v.) 

17. 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, 
reap in mercy; break up your fallow 
ground : for it is time to seek the Lord, 
till he come and rain righteousness 
upon you. 

Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have 
reaped iniquity ; ye have eaten the fruit 
of lies : because thou didst trust in thy 
way, in the multitude of thy mighty 

'"^^- Hosea x, 12-13. (a. v.) 

18. 

Thus saith the Lord; execute ye judg- 
ment and righteousness, and deliver the 
spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: 
and do no wrong, do no violence, to the 
stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, 
neither shed innocent blood in this 

'^ ' Jeremiah xxii, 3. (r.v.) 
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19. 

Parable of the Unmerciful Servant. 

Thou wicked servant, I forgave thee 
all that debt, because thou besoughtest 
me : shouldest not thou also have had 
mercy on thy fellow servant, even as I 
had mercy on thee ? 

Matthew xviii, 21-35. (r.v.) 
20. 

Parable of the Good Samaritan. 
Which of these three, thinkest thou, 
proved neighbour unto him that fell 
among the robbers ? 

And he said, He that shewed mercy 

on him. And Jesus said unto him. Go, 

and do thou likewise. 

Luke X, 30-37. (r.v.) 

21. 

He that followeth after righteousness 
and mercy findeth life, righteousness, 
and honour. 

Proverbs xxi, 21, (a. v.) 



The Punishment of Oppressors. 

22. 

He that oppresseth the poor to 
increase his riches, and he that giveth 
to the rich, shall surely come to want. 
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IV, 23-24. 

Rob not the poor, because he is poor : 
neither oppress the afflicted in the gate : 
for the Lord will plead their cause, 
and spoil the soul of those that spoiled 
them. 

Proverbs xxii, 16, 22, 23. (a.v.) 
23. 

The Lord will enter into judgment 
with the ancients of his people, and the 
princes thereof: for ye have eaten up 
the vineyard ; the spoil of the poor is in 
your houses. 

What mean ye that ye beat my people 
to pieces, and grind the faces of the 
poor ? saith the Lord God of hosts. 

Isaiah iii, 14, 15. (a.v.) 
24. 

Woe to him that buildeth a town 
with blood, and stablisheth a city by 
iniquity I Behold, is it not of the Lord 
of hosts that the peoples labour for 
the fire,* and the nations weary them- 
selves for vanity? For the. earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover 

the sea. 

Habakkuk ii, 12-14. (r.v.) 

*A.v., " Shall labour in the very fire.'* 
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25. 

Judgment is without mercy to him that 

hath shewed no mercy : mercy glorieth 

against judgment. 

James ii, 13. (r.v.) 

26. 

The days of visitation are come, the 

days of recompence are come; Israel 

shall know it : the prophet is a fool, the 

spiritual man is mad, for the multitude 

of thine iniquity, and the great hatred. 

Hosea ix, 7. (a.v.) 

27. 
Woe unto them that decree unright- 
eous decrees, and that write grievousness 
which they have prescribed; to turn 
aside the needy from judgment, and to 
take away the right from the poor of my 
people, that widows may be their prey, 
and that they may rob the fatherless ! 
And what will ye do in the day of visita- 
tion, and in the desolation which shall 
come from far ? to whom will ye flee 
for help ? and where will ye leave your 
glory ? Without me they shall bow down 
under the prisoners, and they shall fall 
under the slain. For all this his anger 
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IV, 28-31. 

is not turned away, but his hand is 
stretched out still. 

Isaiah x, 1-4. (a.v.) 
28. 

He hath oppressed and forsaken the 
poor ; he hath violently taken away an 

house and he shall not build it up. 

Job XX, 19. (r.v.) 



Warnings against Oppressors. 

29. 

Trust not in oppression, and become 
not vain in robbery: if riches increase 
set not your heart thereon. 

Psalm Ixii, 10. (R.v.) 

30. 

Ye shall not afiBict any widow, or 
fatherless child. If thou afiQict them in 
any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I 
will surely hear their cry; and my 
wrath shall wax hot. 

Exodus xxii, 22-24. (R.v.) 
31. 

He that oppresseth the poor re- 
proacheth his Maker: but he that 
honoureth him hath mercy on the 
poor. 

Proverbs xiv, 31. (a. v.) 
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32. 

Hear, I pray you, ye heads of Jacob, 
and rulers of the house of Israel : is it 
not for you to know judgment ? who 
hate the good, and love the evil ; who 
pluck ofP their skin from off them, and 
their flesh from off their bones; who 
also eat the flesh of my people; and 
they flay their skin from off them, and 
break their bones : yea, they chop them 
in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh 
within the caldron. 

Micah iii, 1-3. (r.v.) 



The Misery of the Oppressed. 

33. 

Then I returned and saw all the 
oppressions that are done under the 
sun: and behold, the tears of such 
as were oppressed, and they had no 
comforter; and on the side of their 
oppressors there was power, but they 
had no comforter. Wherefore I praised 
the dead which are already dead more 
than the living which are yet alive ; yea, 
better than them both did I esteem him 
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IV, 34-85. 

which hath not yet been, who hath not 

seen the evil work that is done under 

the sun. 

Ecclesiastes iv, 1-3. (r.v.) 

34. 

Thou hast taken pledges of thy 
brother for nought, and stripped the 
naked of their clothing. Thou hast not 
given water to the weary to drink, and 
thou hast withholden bread from the 
hungry. But as for the mighty man, he 
had the earth ; and the honourable man, 
he dwelt in it. Thou hast sent widows 
away empty, and the arms of the 
fatherless have been broken. 

Job xxii, 6-9. (R.v.) 



The History of the Children of 
Israel in BsTP^* 

35. 

The Egyptians made the children of 
Israel to serve with rigour: and they 
made their lives bitter with hard bond- 
age, in mortar, and in brick, and in 
all manner of service in the field : all 
their service, wherein they made them 
serve, was with rigour. But the more 
they afflicted them, the more they 
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multiplied and grew. And they were 
grieved because of the children of 
Israel. 

Exodus i, 12<14. (a. v.) 
So. 

The Lord said unto Moses» Now shalt 
thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for 
by a strong hand shall he let them go, 
and by a strong hand shall he drive 
them out of his land. And God spake 
unto Moses, and said unto him, I am 

JEHOVAH I have heard the 

groanings of the children of Israel, 
whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; 
and I have remembered my covenant. 
Wherefore say unto the children of 
Israel, I am Jehovah, and I will bring 
you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will rid you out of 
their bondage, and I will redeem you 
with a stretched out arm, and with 
great judgments: and I will take you 
to me for a people, I will be to you a 
God: and ye shall know that I am 
Jehovah your God, which bringeth you 
out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians. And I will bring you in 
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AVARICE AND GENEROSITY. 

Summary. 

1-6 — The love of money and the desire 
to be rich is a temptation to man, and 
lies at the root of evil ; the deeds in- 
spired by it are hateful to God. 7 — Job 
describes what he saw in his day, and 
the groans of the populous city, and asks 
why men do not improve. 8-10 — The 
prophets call upon men to consider their 
ways, and not to follow the fashion of 
the world by removing the old landmark, 
and adding field to field. 11-13— Shall 
the miser find rest or the mean man 
happiness? 14-16 — Give rather to all 
in distress, at least your sympathy, even 
to your enemy; be a father to the 
fatherless: do to others as ye would 
they should do to you. 17, 18 — Paul 
worked with his hands that he might have 
enough to give to others. 19 — Abraham 
was courteous in his dealings with his 
neighbours. 20 — In the Psalms we find 
the ideal of uprightness. 
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V. 1-4. 

The Love of Money, and its 
Consequences. 

1. 

He that hasteth to be rich hath an 
evil eye, and considereth not that 
poverty shall come upon him. 

Proverbs xxviii, 22. (a. v.) 

2. 
They that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition. For 
the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows. 

I Timothy vi, 9, 10. (a. v.) 

8. 

They that trust in their wealth, and 
boast themselves in the multitude of 
their riches ; none of them can by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to 

God a ransom for him. 

Psalm xlix, 6, 7. (r.v.) 

4. 
Hear this, O ye that swallow up the 
needy, even to make the poor of the 
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land to fail. Saying, when will the new 

moon be gone, that we may sell com ? 

and the sabbath, that we may set forth 

wheat, making the ephah small, and 

the shekel great, and falsifying the 

balances by deceit ? That we may buy 

the poor for silver, and the needy for 

a pair of shoes ; yea, and sell the refuse 

of the wheat? The Lord hath sworn, 

• . • Surely I will never forget any of 

their works. • . . 

Amos viii, 4-7. (a. v.) 

5. 

For they know not to do right, saith 

the Lord, who store up violence and 

robbery in their palaces. 

Amos Hi, 10. (a. v.) 

6. 

The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is 

the house of Israel, and the men of 

Judah his pleasant plant : and he looked 

for judgment, but behold oppression ; for 

righteousness, but behold a cry. Woe 

unto them that join house to house, 

that lay field to field, till there be no 

place, that they may be placed alone 

in the midst of the earth I 

Isaiah V, 7, 8. (a. v.) 
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The Misery Caused by Avarice. 

7. 

Job answered and said, . . . Why 
are times not laid up by the Almighty ? 
And why do not they which know him 
see his days? There are that remove 
the landmarks; they violently take away 
flocks, and feed them. They drive away 
the ass of the fatherless, they take the 
widow's ox for a pledge. They turn the 
needy out of the way : the poor of the 
earth hide themselves together. Behold, 
as wild asses in the desert they go forth 
to their work, seeking diligently for 
meat ; the wilderness yieldeth them food 
for their children. They cut their 
provender in the field ; and they glean 
the vintage of the wicked. They lie all 
night naked without clothing, and have 
no covering in the cold. They are wet 
with the showers of the mountains, and 
embrace the rock for want of a shelter. 
There are that pluck the fatherless from 
the breast, and take a pledge of the 
poor: so that they go about naked 
without clothing, and being an hungred 
they carry the sheaves ; they make oil 
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Within the walls of these men; they 
tread their winepresses, and sufiFer 
thirst. From out of the populous city 
men groan, and the soul of the wounded 
crieth out : yet God imputeth it not for 
folly. These are of them that rebel 
against the light; they know not the 
ways thereof, . . . nor abide in the 
paths thereof; God giveth them to be 
in security, and they rest thereon ; and 
his eyes are upon their ways. They are 
exalted ; yet a little while and they are 
gone ; yea, they are brought low, they 
are taken out of the way as all other, 
and are cut off as the tops of the ears 
of com. And if it be not so now, who 
will prove me a liar, and make my 
speech nothing worth ? 

Job xxiv, 1-13, 23-25. (r.v.) 



The Prophets call on us to Consider 

Our Ways. 

8. 

Then came the word of the Lord by 
Haggai the prophet, saying. Is it a time 
for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled 
houses, while this house lieth waste ? 
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Now therefore thus saith the Lord of 
hosts: Consider your ways. Ye have 
sown much, and brkig tn little ; ye eat, 
but ye have not enough ; ye drink, but 
ye are not filled with drink ; ye clothe 
you, but there is none warm; and he 
that eameth wages earneth wages to 
put it into a bag with holes. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts : Con- 
sider your ways. 

Haggai i, 3-7. (a.v.) 

9. 
My son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not. If they say, Come with us, 
let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk 
privily for the innocent without cause . . 
We shall find all precious substance, we 
shall fill our houses with spoil: cast 
in thy lot among us; let us all have 
one purse : My son, walk not thou in 
the way with them; refrain thy foot 
from their path: . . So are the ways 
of every one that is greedy of gain; 
which taketh away the life of the 
owners thereof. 

Proverbs i, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 19. (A.V.) 
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10. 

Remove not the old landmark; and 
enter not into the fields of the father- 
less : for their redeemer is mighty ; he 
shall plead their cause with thee. 

Proverbs xxiii, 10, 11. (a.v.) 



Description of tlie Life of tlie 

Miser. 

11. 
There is that waxeth rich by his 
wariness and pinching, and this is the 
portion of his reward : When he saith, 
I have found rest, and now will I eat of 
my goods; yet he knoweth not what 
time shall pass, and he shall leave them 

to others, and die. 

Ecclesiasticus xi, 18, 19. (apoc.) 
12. 
Let not thine hand be stretched out 
to . receive, and closed when thou 
shouldest repay. 

Ecclesiasticus iv, 31. (apoc.) 
19. 

The mean man is bowed down, and 

the great man is humbled, and the eyes 

of the lofty are humbled. 

Isaiah v, 15. (R.v.) 
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Exhortations to Generosity. 

14. 

If thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if 
he thirst, give him to drink : for in so 
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon 
his head. Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 

Romans xii, 20, 21. (r.v.) 
15. 

Be as a father unto the fatherless, and 
instead of a husband unto their mother : 
so shalt thou be as a son of the Most 
High, and he shall love thee more than 
thy mother doth. 

Ecclesiasticus iv, 10. (apoc.) 
16. 

To him that smiteth thee on the one 
cheek offer also the other; and from 
him that taketh away thy cloke withhold 
not thy coat also. Give to everyone 
that asketh thee ; and of him that taketh 
away thy goods ask them not again. 
And as ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye also to them likewise. 

Luke vi, 29-31. (r.v.) 
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Example of Paul. 

17. 

(Paul said), I coveted no man's silver, 

or gold, or apparel. 

Acts XX, 33. (r.v.) 
18. 
Ye yourselves know that these hands 
ministered unto my necessities, and to 
them that were with me. In all things 
I gave you an example, how that so 
labouring ye ought to help the weak, 
and to remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he himself said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 

Acts XX, 34, 35. (r.v.) 



Abraham's Courtesy in Business 
and the Generosity of the Children 

of Heth. 

19. 

Abraham stood up from before his 
dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, 
saying, I am a stranger and a sojourner 
with you: give me a possession of a 
burying place with you, that I may bury 
my dead out of my sight. And the 
children of Heth answered Abraham, 
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saying unto him, Hear us, my lord: 
thou art a mighty prince among us : in 
the choice of our sepulchres bury thy 
dead; none of us shall withhold from 
thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest 
bury thy dead. And Abraham stood up, 
and bowed himself to the people of 
the land, even to the children of Heth. 

Genesis xxiii, 3^7. (a. v.) 



The Ideal of the Psalmist. 

20. * 

Lord, who shall sojourn in thy taber- 
nacle ? Who shall dwell in thy holy 
hill? He that walketh uprightly, and 
worketh righteousness, and speaketh 
truth in his heart. He that slandereth 
not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to 
his friend, nor taketh up a reproach 
against his neighbour. In whose eyes a 
reprobate is despised ; but he honoureth 
them that fear the Lord. He that 
sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth 
not. He that putteth not out his money 
to usury, nor taketh reward against the 
innocent. He that doeth these things 
shall never be moved. 

Psalm xy. (R.v.) 
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DISCORD AND PEACE. 



SECTION VI. 



DISCORD AND PEACE. 

Summary, 
1-5 — In all work for reform there 
must be sharp divergence of opinion, 
but this need not end in discord. 
6-17. — Both at his birth and at his 
death Jesus Christ reconciled men, and 
all his life taught them his lessons of 
peace. 18-32 — His followers enforce 
the same teaching, and give exhortations 
against strife and anger. 33-40 — Men 
should keep binding agreements ; should 
unite and co-operate in their work and 
encourage one another with support 
and sympathy. 41-43 — God calls us to 
peace; 44-48 — and reveals to us the 
ideal of human society. 
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Discord at Times Inevitable. 

1. 

If a kingdom be divided against itself, 

that kingdom cannot stand. 

Mark iii, 24. (a.v.) 
2. 

He that is not with me is against me; 

and he that gathereth not with me 

scattereth. 

Luke zi, 28. (a.v.) 



Discord Hostile to Pros^ress. 

8. 

There was war in heaven. 

Revelation xli, 7. (R.V.) 
4. 

Think not that I came to send peace 
on the earth : I came not to send peace, 
but a sword. ... A man's foes shall be 
they of his own household. 

Matthew x, 34, 86. (r.v.) 
5. 
Behold, I will kindle a fire in thee, 
and it shall devour every green tree in 
thee, and every dry tree. ... Ah Lord 
God I they say of me, Is he not a 
speaker of parables ? 

Ezekiel xx, 47, 49. (R.v.) 
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VI, 6-10. 

Jesus Christ Taus:ht Men 
to be at Peace. 

6. 

Now in Christ Jesus ye . . . are made 

nigh . . . For he is our peace. 

Bphesians ii, 18, 14. (a. v.) 

7. 

The Prince of Peace. 

Isaisdi ix, 6. (A.y.} 

8. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among men in whom he is 
well pleased. 

Luke ii, 14. (r.t.) 
9. 

The whole multitude of them arose 

and led Jesus unto Pilate . . . And he 

sent him to Herod. And the same day 

Pilate and Herod were made friends 

together: for before they were at 

enmity between themselves. 

Luke zxiii, 1, 7, 12. (a. v.) 

10. 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for 
they shall be called the children of God. 

Matthew v, 9. (a.v.) 
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11. 

When he was come near, he beheld 
the city, and wept over it, saying. If 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in 
this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace 1 

Luke xix, 41, 42. (a. v.) 
12. 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you : not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

John xiv, 27. (a. v.) 

13. 
Salt is good : but if the salt have lost 
its saltness, wherewith will ye season 
it ? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 
peace one with another. 

Mark ix, 50. (r.v.) 

14. 
Agree with thine adversary quickly, 
whiles thou art in the way with him : 
lest at any time . . . 

Matthew v, 25. (a.v.) 

15. 
Take heed to yourselves: If thy 
brother trespass against thee, rebuke 
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VI, 16-18. 

him ; and if he repent, forgive him. 
And if he trespass against thee seven 
times in a day, and seven times in a day 
turn again to thee, saying, I repent: 
thou shalt forgive him. 

Luke xvii, 3, 4. (a.v.) 

16. 
If thy brother sin against thee, go, 
shew him his fault between thee and 
him alone: if he hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. 

Matthew xviii, 15. (R.v.) 
17. 

These things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In 
the world ye shall have tribulation : but 
be of good cheer ; I have overcome the 
world. 

John xvi, 33. (a.v.) 



Exhortations to Avoid Discord 
and Strife. 

18. 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, 
beseech you to walk worthily of the 
calling wherewith ye were called, with 
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all lowliness and meekness, with long- 
sufiPering, forbearing one another in love ; 
giving diligence to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. . . . Putting 
away falsehood, speak ye truth each one 
with his neighbour ; for we are members 
one of another. Be ye angry, and sin 
not : let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath. 

Ephesians iv, 1-3, 20, 25-27. (R.y.) 
19. 

Be at peace among yourselves. 

I Thessalonians v, 13. (a. v.) 

20. 

The wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 
be intreated» full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteous- 
ness is sown in peace of them that 
make peace. 

James iii, 17, 18^ (a»v.) 
21. 

Finally brethren, farewell ... Be 
of one mind, live m peace; and the God 
of love and peace shall be with you. 

II Corinthians xiii, 11. (▲•V.) 



DISCORD AND PEACE. 99 

VI, 22-24. 

22. 

Now I beseech you, brethren, maris 
them which are causing the divisions 
and occasions of stumbling, contrary to 
the doctrine which ye learned : and turn 
away from them. For they that are 
such serve not our Lord Christ, but 
their own belly; and by their smooth 
and fair speech they beguile the hearts 
of the innocent. 

Romans xvi, 17, 18. (R.v.) 



23. 

These are the things that ye shall do; 
Speak ye every man the truth to his 
neighbour; execute the judgment of 
truth and peace in your gates : and let 
none of you imagine evil in your hearts 
against his neighbour ; and love no false 
oath: for all these are things that I 
hate, saith the Lord. 

Zecharisdi viii, 16, 17. (a.v.) 

24. 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ. 

Galatians vi, 2. (r.v.) 
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25. 
Even as we have many members in 
one body, and all the members have not 
the same office : so we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, and severally 
members one of another. 

Romans xii, 4, 5. (r.v.) 

26. 

The body is not one member but 

many. . . , God tempered the body 

together, giving more abundant honour 

to that part which lacked; that there 

should be no schism in the body ; but 

that the members should have the same 

care one for another. And whether 

one member suffereth all the members 

suffer with it; or one member is 

honoured, all the members rejoice 

with it. 

I Corinthians xii, 14, 24-26. (r.v.) 

27. 

I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men: 
for kings, and for all that are in 
authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and 
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honesty. For this is good and accept- 
able in the sight of God our Saviour. 

I Timothy ii, 1-3. (a. v.) 
28. 

Let the peace of God rule in your 

hearts, to the which also ye are called 

in one body. 

Colossians iii, 15. (a. v.) 

29. 
Comfort one another with these 
words . . . and edify one another, even 
as also ye do . . . and be at peace 
among yourselves. 

I Thessalonians iv, 18; v, 11, 13. (a. v.) 

30. 

Let US walk honestly, as in the day ; 
not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not in 
strife and jealousy. 

Romans xiii, 13. (r.v.) 

31, 
Follow righteousness, faith, charity, 
peace, with them that call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart. But foolish and 
unlearned questions avoid, knowing 
that they do gender strifes. And the 
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VI, 32-34. 

servant of the Lord must not strive ; 
but be gentle unto all men. 

II Timothy ii, 22-24. (a.v.) 
32. 

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
all speak the same thing, and that there 
be no divisions among you ; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment. 

I Corinthians i, 10. (a.v.) 



Exhortations to Unity and 
Co-operation. 

33. 

When thou shalt vow a vow unto the 
Lord thy God, thou shalt not slack to 
pay it: for the Lord thy God will 
surely require it of thee ; and it would 
be sin in thee. But if thou shalt for- 
bear to vow, it shall be no sin in thee. 
That which is gone out of thy lips 
thou shalt keep and perform. 

Deuteronomy xxiii, 21-23. (a. v.) 
34. 

Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy 
lips from speaking guile. Depart from 
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evil, and do ^good; seek peace, and 
pursue it. 

Psalm zzxiv, 13, 14. (R.v.) 
35. 

Two are better than one; because 
they have a good reward for their 
labour. For if they fall, the one will 
lift up his fellow : but woe to him that 
is alone when he falleth, and hath not 
another to lift him up. . . . And if a 
man prevail against him that is alone, 
two shall withstand him : and a three- 
fold cord is not quickly broken. 

Ecclesiastes iv, 9, 10, 12. (R.v.) 

36. 

I entreat thee also, true yoke-fellow, 
help those women which laboured with 
me . . . and other my fellowlabourers, 
whose names are in the book of life. 

Philippians iv, 3. (a. v.) 
87. 

Behold how good and how pleasant it 

is for brethren to dwell together in 

unity! 

Psalm czzxiii, 1. (r.v.) 

38. 
O ye priests, this commandment is for 
you. ... I have sent this command- 
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VI, 39-41. 

ment unto you that my covenant might 
be with Levi, saith the Lord of hosts. 
My covenant was with him of life and 
peace. . . . Have we not all one father? 
hath not one God created us ? Why do 
we deal treacherously every man against 
his brother, profaning the covenant of 
our fathers? . . . Take heed to your 
spirit, that ye deal not treacherously. 

Malachi ii, 1, 4, 5, 10, 16. (r.v.) 

39. 

Stand therefore, having girded your 

loins with truth, and having put on the 

breastplate of righteousness, and having 

shod your feet with the preparation of 

the gospel of peace. 

Ephesians vi, 14, 15. (r.v.) 

40. 
Love the truth and peace. 

Zechariah viii, 19. (a.v.) 



Peace Cometh of Qod. 

41. 

Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us ; 

for thou also hast wrought all our works 

in us. 

Isaiah xxvi, 12. (a.v.) 
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42. 

Behold, I will bring it to health and 

cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal 

unto them the abundance of peace and 

truth. 

Jeremiah xxxiii, 6. (a.v.) 

43. 

God hath called us to peace. 

I Corinthians vii, 15. (a. v.) 



Ideal of Human Society. 

44. 

Mercy and truth are met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other. 

Psalm Ixxxv, 10. (r.v.) 

45. 

{ Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, 

saying. Behold the man whose name is 
The Branch ; and he shall grow up out of 
his place, and he shall build the temple 
of the Lord .... and he shall bear 
the glory, and shall sit and rule upon 
his throne; and he shall be a priest 
upon his throne: and the counsel of 
peace shall be between them both. . . . 
And they that are far off shall come and 



106 SOCIAL REFORMER'S BIBLE. 

VI. 46-48. 
build in the temple of the Lord, and ye 
ihall know that the Lord of hoBta hath 
lent me unto you. And this shall come 
u> pass, if ye will diligently obey the 
rotce of the Lord your God. 

Zechariah vi, 12, 19, 16. (a.v.) 

46. 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him that hringeth good 

tidings, that publisheth peace . . . that 

with . . . Thy God reigneth ! 

Isaiah lii, 7. (r.v.) 
47. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of ZJon ; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, 
thy king cometh unto thee : he is just. 
And having salvation ; lowly, and riding 
upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of 
an asa. . . . His dominion shall be from 
sea to sea, and from the river to the 
ends of the earth. 

Zechariah ix, 9, 10. (a.v.) 
48. 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance: 
against such there ia no law. 

Galatians v, 22, 13. (a.t.) 
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SECTION VIL 



WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. 

Summary. 

1-7 — Education, instruction and un- 
derstanding — ^these are worth getting at 
all costs. 8-11 — ^They lead to riches 
and honour, length of days and the true 
knowledge of God. 12-15 — By keeping 
the commandments of God alone can true 
wisdom be found, and by following the 
example of good men. 16-19 — Neglect 
of education brings ignorance and 
foolishness. 20-24 — ^Those who seek 
for wisdom by prayer, as did Solomon, 
and who teach it, as did Moses and 
Paul, shall gain understanding. 25-27 — 
Manual labour should not be allowed to 
monopolize a man's life, to the exclusion 
of self-improvement and study of God's 
law. 
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VII, 1-4. 

Value of Education and Knowleds:e. 

1. 
Take fast hold of instruction; let her 

not go : keep her ; for she is thy life. . 

Proverbs iv, 13. (r.v.) 

2. 

My son, gather instruction from thy 
youth up: and even unto hoar hairs 
thou shalt find wisdom. For wisdom is 
according to her name ; and she is not 

manifest unto many. 

Ecclesiasticus vi, 18, 22. (apoc.) 

3. 
Buy the truth, and sell it not ; also 
wisdom, and instruction, and under- 
standing. 

Proverbs xxiii, 23. (a. v.) 

4. 

Get wisdom, get understanding ; for- 
get it not, neither decline from the 
words of my mouth: forsake her not, 
and she shall preserve thee; love her, 
and she shall keep thee. Wisdom is 
the principal thing; therefore get wis- 
dom : yea, with all thou hast gotten get 

understanding. 

Proverbs iv, 5-7. (r.v.) 



WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. Ill 
VII, 58. 

5. 
Wisdom shall enter into thine heart, 
and knowledge shall be pleasant unto 
thy soul ; discretion shall watch over 
thee^ understanding shall keep thee : to 
deliver thee from the way of evil, from 
the men that speak froward things; who 
forsake the paths of uprightness, to 
walk in the ways of darkness . . . That 
thou mayst walk in the way of good 
men, and keep the paths of the righteous. 

Proverbs ii, 10-13, 20. (r.v.) 
6. 
With aged men is wisdom, and in 
length of days understanding. 

Job xii, 12. (r.v.) 
7. 
Wisdom and knowledge shall be the 
stability of thy times, and strength of 
salvation: the fear of the Lord is his 
treasure. 

Isaiah xxxiii, 6. (a.v.) 



True Wisdom Leads Man to Qod. 

8. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, 
and the man that getteth understanding. 
For the merchandise of it is better than 
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the merchandise of silver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold. She is more 
precious than rubies : and none of the 
things thou canst desire are to be com- 
pared unto her. Length of days is in 
her right hand ; in her left hand are 
riches and honour. Her ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace. She is a tree of life to them 
that lay hold upon her; and happy is 
every one that retaineth her. The Lord 
by wisdom founded the earth ; by under- 
standing he established the heavens. 
By his knowledge the depths were 
broken up, and the skies drop down 
the dew. 

Proverbs iii, 13-20. (r.v.) 

9. 
My son, if thou wilt receive my words, 
and lay up my commandments with 
thee ; so that thou incline thine ear 
unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to 
understanding; yea, if thou cry after 
discernment, and lift up thy voice for 
understanding; if thou seek her as 
silver, and search for her as for hid 
treasures ; then shalt thou understand 
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the fear of the Lord, and find the 

knowledge of God. For the Lord giveth 

wisdom; out of his mouth cometh 

knowledge and understanding. 

Proverbs ii, 1-6. (r.v.) 

10. 
Wisdom is a defence, even as money 
is a defence: but the excellency of 
knowledge is, that wisdom preserveth 
the life of him that hath it. 

Ecclesiastes vii, 12. (R.v.) 

11. 
They shall sanctify my name, and 
sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and 
shall fear the God of Israel. They also 
that erred in spirit shall come to under- 
standing, and they that murmured shall 
learn doctrine. 

Isaiah xxix, 23, 24. (a. v.) 



The Way to Learn Wisdom. 

12. 

Where shall wisdom be found, and 
where is the place of understanding ? . . 
God understandeth the way thereof, and 
he knoweth the place thereof. For he 
looketh to the ends of the earth, and 
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VII, 13-16. 

secth under the whole heaven ; . . . 
and unto man he said, Behold, the fear 
of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to 
depart from evil is understanding. 

Job xxviii, 12, 23-28. (R.v.) 
13. 

Whatsoever thy hand flndeth to do, 

do it with thy might; for there is no 

work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 

wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 

goest. 

Ecclesiastes ix, 10. (r.v.) 

14. 
If thou desire wisdom, keep the com- 
mandments, and the Lord shall give her 

unto thee freely. 

Ecclesiasticus i, 26. (apoc.) 

15. 

In a great matter and in a small, be 
not ignorant. 

Ecclesiasticus v, 15. (apoc.) 



Nesflect of Education and the 
Consequences thereof. 

16. 

My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge : because thou hast rejected 
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knowledge, I will also reject thee, that 

thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing 

thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, 

I will also forget thy children. 

Hosea iv, 6. (a.v.) 

17. 

Woe unto you . . • for you took away 
the key of knowledge : ye entered not 
in yourselves, and them that were 
entering in ye hindered. 

Luke xi, 52. (R.v.) 

18. 
A man shall be known by his look, 
and one that hath understanding shall 
be known by his face, when thou meetest 
him. A man's attire, and grinning 
laughter, and gait, shew what he is. 

Ecclesiasticus xix, 29, 30. (apoc.) 



19. 

There is one that keepeth silence, for 
he hath no answer to make ; and there 
is that keepeth silence, as knowing his 
time. 

Ecclesiasticus xx, 6. (apoc.) 
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Examples of Tho^e Whose 
Prayer for Wisdom was Granted. 

20. 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night : and God said. Ask what 
I shall give thee. And Solomon said, 
• • . O Lord my God, thou hast made 
thy servant king instead of David my 
father: and I am but a little child: I 
know not how to go out or come in. 
And thy servant is in the midst of . . . 
a great people that cannot be numbered 
... for multitude. Give therefore 
thy servant an understanding heart to 
judge thy people, that I may discern 
between good and bad. . . . And God 
said . . . Because thou hast asked this 
thing, and hast not asked for thyself a 
long life : neither . . riches for thyself 
nor . . the life of thine enemies; but 
hast asked for thyself understanding to 
discern judgment; behold, I have done 
according to thy words. . . . And the 
Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he 
promised him. 

I Kings iii, 5-12 ; v, 12. (a.v.) 
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21. 

For this cause I prayed, and under- 
standing was given me : I called upon 
God, and there came to me a spirit of 
wisdom. I preferred her before sceptres 
and thrones, and riches I esteemed 
nothing in comparison of her. . . . For 
to the light of day succeedeth night, 
but against wisdom evil doth not 
prevail. 

Wisdom of Solomon vii, 7, 8, 30. (apoc.) 

22. 

They that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness 
as the stars for ever and ever. But 
thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and 
seal the book, even to the time of the 
end: many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased. 

Daniel xii, 3, 4. (R.V.) 
23. 

(Moses said), Behold, I have taught 
you statutes and judgments, even as the 
Lord my God commanded me, that ye 
should do so in the land whither ye go 
to possess it. Keep therefore and do 
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VII, 24-25. 

them ; for this is your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the 
nations, which shall hear all these 
statutes, and say, Surely this great 
nation is a wise and understanding 
people. 

Deuteronomy iv, 5, 6. (a. v.) 
24. 

As Paul made his defence, Festus 

saith with a loud voice, Paul, thou art 

mad ; thy much learning doth turn thee 

to madness. But Paul saith, I am not 

mad, most excellent Festus ; but speak 

forth words of truth and soberness. 

Acts xxvi, 24, 25. (r.v.) 



To Whom Shall Wisdom be Given. 

25. 

How shall he become wise that 
holdeth the plough, that glorieth in the 
shaft of the goad, that driveth oxen, 
and is occupied in their labours, and 
whose discourse is of the stock of bulls ? 
Not so he that hath applied his soul, 
and meditateth in the law of the Most 
High ; he will seek out the wisdom of 
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all the ancients. ... If the great Lord 
will, he shall be filled with the spirit 
of understanding. 

Ecclesiasticus xxxviii, 25; xxxix, 1, 6. (apoc.) 



Conclusion. 

26. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter : Pear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man. 

Ecclesiastes xii, 13. (a.v.) 

27. 
b the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of Godl how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out! . • . 

Of him, and through him, and to him 
are all things. 

Romans xi, 33, 36. (a.v.) 
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VIII, 5-7. 

The Progress of Reform is Slow. 

5. 

I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it 
shall be for ever : nothing can be put to 
it, nor anything taken from it : and God 
hath done it, that men should fear before 
him. That which is hath been already ; 
and that which is to be hath already 
been: and God seeketh again that 
which is passed away. 

Ecclesiastes iii, 14, 15. (R.v.) 
6. 

Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in 
the ways and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for 
your souls : but they said. We will not 
walk therein. 

Jeremiah vi, 16. (r.v.) 
7. 

The thing that hath been, it is that 

which shall be ; and that which is done 

is that which shall be done : and there 

is no new thing under the sun. Is there ^ 

anything whereof it may be said. See, 

this is new ? it hath been already of old 

time, which was before us. 

Ecclesiastes i, 9, 10. (a. v.) 



i 



RETROSPECT AND FORESIGHT. 127 
VIII, 8-12. 

Forethought, Prudence, and Faith. 

8. 

Prepare thy work without, and make 
it fit for thyself in the field ; and after- 
wards huild thine house. 

Proverbs xxiv, 27. (a.v.) 
9. 

The simple believeth every word : but 

the prudent man looketh well to his 

going. 

Proverbs xiv, 15. (r.v.) 

10. 
(Jesus said), No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God. 

Luke ix, 62. (r.v.) 
11. 
Who is the wise man that may under- 
stand this ? and who is he to whom the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken, that he 
? may declare it ? Wherefore is the land 

; perished and burned up like a wilder- 

ness, so that none passeth through ? 

i; Jeremiah ix, 12. (r.v.) 

12. 

Blihu answered and said, I am young, 
and ye are very old ; wherefore I held 
back, and durst not shew you mine 
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VIII, 13-15. 

opinion. I said. Days should speak, and 
multitude of years should teach wisdom. 
But there is a spirit in man, and the 
breath of the Almighty giveth them 
understanding. 

Job xxxii, 6, 7, 8. (r.v.) 



Lessons in Foresight. 

13. 

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider 
her ways, and be wise: which having 
no guide, overseer, or ruler, provideth 
her meat in the summer, and gathereth 
her food in the harvest. 

Proverbs vi, 6-8. (a. v.) 

14. 
Ask now the beasts and they shall 
teach thee; and the fowls of the air, 
and they shall tell thee. 

Job xii, 7. (r.v.) 
15. 

There be four things which are little 

upon the earth, but they are exceeding 

wise : The ants are a people not strong, 

yet they prepare their meat in the 

summer. The conies are but a feeble 

folk, yet make they their houses in the 

rock. The locusts have no king, yet go 
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VIII, 16-17. 

they forth all of them by bands. The 
spider taketh hold with her hands, and 
is in kings' palaces. 

Proverbs xxx, 24-28. (a. v.) 



Lessons in Patience. 

16. 

Declare ye, and bring it forth ; yea, let 
them take counsel together : who hath 
shewed this from ancient time? who 
hath declared it of old ? have not I the 
Lord ? and there is no God else beside 
me; a just God and a saviour; there is 
none beside me. Look unto me, and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth : for 
I am God and there is none else. 

Isaiah xlv, 21, 22. (r»v.) 
17. 

Whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple. For which of you, intending 
to build a tower, sitteth not down first, 
and counteth the cost, whether he have 
sufficient to finish it ? Lest haply, after 
he hath laid the foundation, and is not 
able to finish it, all that behold it begin 
to mock him. 

Luke xiv, 27, 28, 29. (a.v.) 
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VIII, 18-21. 

18. 

In your patience possess ye your 
souls. There shall be signs . . . upon 
the earth, distress of nations, with per- 
plexity . . men's hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth. . . When 
these things begin to come to pass, then 
look up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh. 

Luke xxi, 19, 25, 26, 28. (a. v.) 
19. 

All these things must come to pass, 

but the end is not yet. 

Matthew xxiv, 6. (a.v.) 

20. 
Even now is the axe also laid unto the 
root of the trees : every tree therefore 
that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

Luke iii, 9. (r.v.) 



Lessons in Prayer and Earnestness. 

2L 
Take ye heed, watch and pray; for ye 
know not when the time is. 

Mark xiii, S3, (r.v.) 
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VIII, 22-23. 

22. 

Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify 

yourselves : for to morrow the Lord will 

do wonders among you. 

Joshua ill, 5. (r.v.) 

23. 

From me is thy fruit found. Who is 
wise and he shall understand these 
things? prudent, and he shall know 
them? for the ways of the Lord are 
right, and the just shall walk*in them. 

Hosea xiv, 8, 9. (r.v.) 
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SECTION IX. 



HUMANITY. 

Summary. 
1-13 — Love of hien is enjoined on 
us, and explained. The effect of it is 
seen in the practical acts which spring 
from true sympathy and fellow feeling. 
14-19 — He is a hypocrite who pretends 
to love God and does ho good to his 
fellow man, seeing that there are always 
those to whom he can do good if he 
will. 20-23 — ^We must conquer all 
feelings of ill will, and occupy ourselves 
in carrying into daily life the principles 
of brotherly love. 24-29 — We must 
learn conciliation and consideration for 
the feelings of others, even when we 
differ in opinion from them ; 30-33 — as 
for instance, in the distribution of 
labour, we should secure to one man, as 
well as to another, the needful rest of 
one day in seven. 34 — Remorse follows 
upon cruelty, 35-36 — but thoughtful 
corisideratidn brings gratitude and love. 
37-44 — Finally, we may study the high- 
est ideal of love in the life and death of 
Jesuis Christ. 
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IX, 1-5. 

Exhortations to the Love of 
Mankind. 

1. 
Love worketh no ill to his neighbour : 
love therefore is the fulfilment of the 
law. 

Romans xiii, 10. (r.v.) 
2. 

Let all that ye do be done in love. 

I Corinthians xvi, 14. (r.v.) 
3. 

Remember them that are in bonds, as 

bound with them: and them which 

suffer adversity, as being yourselves also 

in the body. 

Hebrews xiii, 3. (a. v.) 

4. 

Love never faileth. . . . Now abideth 
faith, hope, love, these three ; and the 
greatest of these is love. 

I Corinthians xiii, 8, 13. (r.v.) 
5. 

Above all things being fervent in your 
love among yourselves; for love covereth 
a multitude of sins: using hospitality 
one to another without murmuring. 

I Peter iv, 8, 9. (r.v.) 
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IX, 6-10. 

6. 

Finally, be ye all likeminded, com- 
passionate, loving as brethren, tender- 
hearted, humble-minded : not rendering 
evil for evil, or reviling for reviling; 
but contrariwise blessing; for hereunto 
were ye called, that ye should inherit a 

blessing. 

I Peter iii, 8, 9. (r.v.) 

7. 

They would that we should remember 

the poor ; which very thing I was also 

zealous to do. 

Galatians ii, 10. (r.v.) 

8. 
To do good and to communicate for- 
get not : for with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased. 

Hebrews xiii, 16. (a. v.) 
9. 

A new commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another; even as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one 
another. 

John xiii, 34. (r.v.) 
10. 

Let love of the brethren continue. 

Hebrews xiii, 1. (R.v.) 
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IX, U-H. 

11. 

And whether one member sufiPereth, 
all the members sufiPer with it ; or one 
member 19 honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it. 

I Corinthians xii, 26. (R.v.) 
12. 

My little children, let us not love in 
word, neither in tongue ; but in deed and 
truth. 

I John iii, 18. (a. v.) 
13. 

Whosoever shall give you a cup of 
water to drink, because ye are Christ's, 
verily I say unto you, he shall in no 
wise lose his reward. 

Mark ix,'41. (R.v.) 



Exhortations to Practical 
Pliilantliropy. 

14. 
If a man say, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar: for be that 
loveth not his brother whom he bath 
seen, cannot love God whom he bath not 
seen. And this commandment have we 
from him, that he who loveth God love 
his brother also. 

I John iv, 20, 21. (r.v.) 
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IX, 15-17. 

15. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites I for ye tithe mint anise and 

cummin, and have left undone the 

weightier matters of the law, judgment, 

and mercy, and faith : but these ye 

ought to have done, and not to have left 

the other undone. Ye blind guides, 

which strain out the gnat, and swallow 

the camel. 

Matthew xxiii, 23, 24. (r.v.) 

16. 
Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers 
of Sodom ; give ear unto the law of our 
God, ye people of Gomorrah. To what 
purpose is the multitude of your sacri- 
fices unto me? saith the Lord. . . . 
Bring no more vain oblations. . . When 
ye spread forth your hands, I will hide 
mine eyes from you : yea when ye make 
many prayers I will not hear: your 
hands are full of blood. 

Isaiah i, 10, 11, 13, 15. (a. v.) 
17. 

So speak ye, and so do, as they that 
shall be judged by the law of liberty. . . 
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IX, 18-20. 

Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 

James ii, 12 ; i, 22. (a. v.) 
18. 

If there be with thee a poor man, one 
of thy brethren, within any of thy gates 
in thy land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine 
heart, nor shut thine hand from thy 
poor brother: but thou shalt surely 
open thine hand unto him, and shalt 
surely lend him sufficient for his need 
in that which he wanted. . . . For the 
poor shall never cease out of the land : 
therefore I command thee, saying, Thou 
shalt surely open thine hand unto thy 
brother, to thy needy, and to thy poor, 
in thy land. 

Deuteronomy xv, 7, 8, 11. (r.v.) 
19. 

The poor ye have always with you. 

John xii, 8. (r.v.) 



Lessons in Conciliation* 

20. 

One man esteemeth one day above 
another: another esteemeth every day 
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IX, 21. 

alike. Let each man be fully assured 
in his own mind. . • For none of us liveth 
to himself, and none dieth to himself. 
For whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord ; or whether we die, we die unto 
the Lord : whether we live therefore, or 
die, we are the Lord's. Let us not 
therefore judge one another any more : 
but judge ye this rather, that no man 
put a stumbling-block in his brother's 
way, or an occasion of falling. 

JRomans xiv, 5, 7, 8, 13. (r.v.) 

21. 
If because of meat thy brother is 
grieved, thou walkest no longer in love. 
Destroy not with thy meat him for 
whom Christ died. Let not then your 
good be evil spoken of: for the kingdom 
of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. For he that herein serveth 
Christ is well-pleasing to God, and ap- 
proved of men. So then let us follow 
after things which make for peace, and 
things whereby we may edify one 
another. Overthrow not for meat's 
sake the work of God. All things 
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IX, 22-23. 

indeed are clean ; howbeit it is evil for 
that man who eateth with offence. It 
is good not to eat flesh, nor to drink 
wine, nor to do anything whereby thy 
brother stumbleth. 

Romans xiv, 15-21. (r.v.} 
22. 

We that are strong ought to bear the 
infirmities of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves. Let each one of us please 
his neighbour for that which is good, 
unto edifying. For Christ also pleased 
not himself; but, as it is written. The 
reproaches of them that reproached 
thee fell upon me. For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that through 
patience and through comfort of the 
scriptures we might have hope. 

Romans xy, 1-4. (r.v.) 

23. 
Wherefore, if meat maketh my brother 
to stumble, I will eat no flesh for ever- 
more, that I make not my brother to 

stumble. 

I Corinthians viii, 13. (r.v.) 
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IX, 24-26. 

Lessons in Brotherly Love* 

24. 

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear 
any grudge against the children of thy 
people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself: I am the Lord. 

Leviticus xix, 18. (a.v.) 
25. 

Is not this the fast that I have chosen ? 
to loose the bands of wickedness, to 
undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break 
every yoke ? Is it not to deal thy bread 
to the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor that are cast out to thy house? 
When thou seest the naked, that thou 
cover him ; and that thou hide not thy- 
self from thine oy/n flesh ? 

Isaiah Iviii, 6, 7. (a.v.) 

26. 
He that walketh righteously and 
speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth 
the gain of oppressions, that shaketh 
his hapds from holding of bribes, th^t 
stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
and shutteth his eyes from looking upon 
evil ; he shall dwell on high : his p(ape 
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IX, 27-28. 

of defence shall be the munitions of 
rocks: his bread shall be given him; his 
waters shall be sure. 

Isaiah xxxiii, 15, 16. (r.v.) 
27. 

What doth it profit, my brethren . . . 

if a brother or sister be naked, and 

destitute of daily food, and one of you 

say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye 

warmed and filled ; notwithstanding ye 

give them not those things which are 

needful to the body; what doth it 

profit ? 

James ii, 14, 15, 16. (a.v.) 

28. 
It came to pass, when Jesus had made 
an end of commanding his twelve disci- 
ples, he departed thence to teach and 
preach in their cities. Now when John 
heard in the prison the works of the 
Christ, he sent by his disciples, and said 
unto him. Art thou he that cometh, 
or look we for another? And Jesus 
answered and said unto them. Go your 
way and tell John the things which ye 
do hear and see : the blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
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IX, 29-30. 

cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the 
dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good tidings preached to them. 

Matthew xi, 1-5. (r.v.) 
I 29. 

f I was an hungred, and ye gave me 

?, meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me 

ft drink: I was a stranger, and ye took 

[ me in ; naked and ye clothed me : I was 



I 



>: 



r sick, and ye visited me: I was in 

[ prison, and ye came unto me. . . Lord, 

{ when saw we thee an hungred, and fed 

thee ? or athirst, and gave thee drink ? 
And when saw we thee a stranger, and 
took thee in? or naked and clothed 
thee ? And when saw we thee sick, or 
in prison, and came unto thee? . . 
Verily I say unto you. Inasmuch as ye 
did it unto one of these my brethren, 
even these least, ye did it unto me. 

Matthew xxv, 35, 36, 37, 38-40. (r.v.) 



Day of Rest Sacred to Humanity. 

30. 

Jesus saith. Is it lawful on the sabbath 
day to do good, or to do harm ? to save 
a life, or to kill ? 

Mark iii, 4. (R.v.) 



Jesus said, What man shall there be 
of you that shall have one sheep, and if 
this fall into a pit on the sabbath day, 
will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? 
How much then is a man of more 
value than a sheep I 

Matthew lii, II, 12. (r.v.) 

32. 
A righteous man r^aixleth the life of 
his beast: but the tender mercies of 
the wicked are cruel. 

Proverbs xii, 10. (n-v.) 

33. 

Jesus said. The sabbath was made 

for man, and not man for the sabbath ; 

so that the Son of man is Lord even 

of the sabbath. 

Mark ii. 27, 28. (r.v.) 



Remorse After Cruelty. 

34. 

And Joseph's brethren said. We are 

verily guilty concerning our brother, in 

that we saw the anguish of his soul. 
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C, 35-37. 

''hen he besought us And we would 
*ot hear; therefore is this distress come 

ipon us. 

Genesis xlii, 21. (a.v.) 



Examples of Human Feeling:. 

35. 

The Lord grant mercy unto the house 
of Onesiphorus, for he oft refreshed me 
(Paul), and was not ashamed of my 
chain ; but when he was in Rome, he 
sought me diligently, and found me. 

II Timothy i, 16, 17. (r.v.) 
36. 

If he (Onesimus) hath wronged thee 

at all, or oweth thee aught, put that to 

mine account; I Paul write it with 

mine own hand, I will repay it : tha.t I 

say not unto thee how that thou owest 

to me even thine own self besides. 

Philemon, 18, 19. (R.v.) 



Example of Jesus Christ. 

37. 

Marvel not, brethren, if the world 
hateth you. We know that we have 
passed out of death into life, because we 
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IX, 3&40. 

love the brethren. He that loveth not 
abideth in death. . . . Hereby know we 
I love, because he laid down his life for 

I us : and we ought to lay down our lives 

for the brethren. But whoso hath the 
world's goods, and beholdeth his brother 
in need, and shutteth up his compassion 
from him, how doth the love of God 
abide in him ? 

I John iii, 13, 16, 17, 18. (r.v.) 

38. 
Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. 

John XV, 13. (r.v.) 



> 89. 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
i\ the Holy Ghost and with power: who 

f went about doing good, and healing all 

HP • 

|. that were oppressed of the devil; for 

God was with him. 

Acts X, 38. (a.v.) 

40. 
The common people heard him gladly. 

Mark xii, 37. (a.v.) 
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IX, 41-42. 

41. 

Jesus returned in the power of the 
spirit into Galilee ; . . . and he came to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up . . . and he went up into the syna- 
gogue on the sabbath day, and stood up 
for to read . . . and he found the place 
where it was written. The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year 

of the Lord. 

Luke iv, 14, 16-19. (a.v.) 



42. 

If I, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; ye ought also to 
wash one another's feet. For I have 
given you an example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you ... If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them. 

John xiii, 14, 15, 17. (a. v.} 
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IX, 4344. 

43. 

Jesus went forth, and saw a great 
multitude, and was moved with com- 
passion toward them, and healed their 
sick. 

Matthew xiv, 14. (a.v.) 

44. 
When the sabbath day was come 
Jesus began to teach in the synagogue : 
and many hearing him were astonished, 
saying. Prom whence hath this man 
these things ? and what wisdom is this 
which is given unto him ? Is not this 
the carpenter ? 

Mark vi, 2, 3. (A.y.) 
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LEADERSHIP. 



SECTION X. 



LEADERSHIP. 

Summary. 

1-3 — ^As in all periods of the world's 
history, so now, leaders are needed; 
4-12 — men who recognize in themselves 
the mission of God, and are inspired by 
Him. 13-25 — ^The leader must expect 
to meet, as his forefathers did, with 
persecution, risk, toil, hardship, hatred, 
ridicule and misunderstanding. 26-30 
— He must gird up his loins, and put on 
his armour in soberness and temperance, 
with strict fidelity. 31-34— He must 
keep within the law, and paying atten- 
tion to details, be observant and watch- 
ful. 35-38 — If he finds himself rejected 
he must remember that this is the fate 
of all men who see before their time, 
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and he must not be less in earnest, but 
look up to God for encouragement. 
39-44 — Let us beware of false leaders, 
who seek only their own gain, and 
deceiving the multitude pretend to work 
in God's name. 45-56 — ^The lives of 
leaders in all ages have given us 
examples of courage, tact, and self- 
sacrifice. 57 — ^We are exhorted to fol- 
low in their steps. 
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X, 1-3. 

The Need of Leaders. 

1. 
The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few. Pray ye, therefore, 
the Lord of the harvest, that he send 
forth labourers into his harvest. 

Matthew ix, 37, 38. (r.v.) 



2. 

And Micaiah said unto the king, I saw 
all Israel scattered upon the mountains, 
as sheep that have no shepherd : and the 
Lord said. These have no master; let 
them return every man to his house 
in peace. 

I Kings xxii, 17. (R.v.) 



3. 

O ye nations, that hear and under- 
stand, look for your shepherd, he shall 
give you everlasting rest; for he is 
nigh at hand, that shall come in the end 
of the world. Be ready to the rewards 
of the kingdom, for the everlasting 
light shall shine upon you for evermore. 

II Esdras ii, 34, 35. (apoc.) 
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X, 4-7. 

The True Spirit of Leadersiiip. 

4. 
Thy shepherds slumber, O king of 
Assyria ; thy worthies are at rest ; thy 
people are scattered upon the mount- 
ains, and there is none to gather them. 
There is no assuaging of thy hurt ; thy 
wound is grievous; all that hear the 
bruit of thee clap the hands over thee ; 
for upon whom hath not thy wickedness 
passed continually ? 

Nahum iii, 18, 19. (r.v.) 
5. 

As the Father hath sent me, even so 

send I you. 

John XX, 21. (r.v.) 



Tlie Qualities of Leaders. 

6. 

I heard the voice of the Lord, saying. 
Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us? Then I said. Here am I; send me. 

Isaiah vi, 8. (r.v.) 

7. 
I was strengthened according to the 
hand of the Lord my God upon me, and 
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X, 8-10. 

I gathered together out of Israel chief 
men to go up with me. 

Ezra vii, 28. (r.v.) 
8. 

Truly I am full of power by the 
spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, 
and of might, to declare unto Jacob his 
transgression, and to Israel his sin. 

Micah Hi, 8. (a.v.) 

9. 
Ye also, as living stones, are built up 
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. 

I Peter ii, 5. (R.v.) 

10. 
The people that know their God shall 
be strong and do exploits. And they 
that be wise among the people shall 
instruct many. . . . And some of them* 
that be wise shall fall, to refine them, 
and to purify, and to make them white, 
even to the time of the end. 

Daniel xi, 33, 34. (r.v.) 
*Margin, "the teachers." • 
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X, 11-14. 

11. 
Ye all can prophesy one by one, that 
all may learn, and all may be comforted.* 
. . . God is not a god of confusion, but 

of peace Desire earnestly to 

prophesy, and forbid not to speak with 
tongues. But let all things be done 
decently and in order. 

I Corinthians xiv, 31, 33, 39, 40. (r.v.) 
*Msirgin, "exhorted." 

12. 

He made us to be a kingdom, to be 
priests unto his God and Father. 

Revelation i, 6. (R.v.) 



The Leader's Difficulties, and 
How to Meet Them. 

18. 

Why do we also stand in jeopardy 
every hour ? I protest by that glorying 
in you, brethren, which I have in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 

I Corinthians xr, 30, 31. (R.v.) 

14. 

Is not this the carpenter's son ? . . • 
Whence hath this man all these things ? 
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X, 15-18. 

And they (of Nazareth) were offended 
at him. But Jesus said unto them, A 
prophet is not without honour, save in 
his own country, and in his own house. 

Matthew xiii, 55-57. (r.v.) 

15. 
He is despised and rejected of men. 

Isaiah liii, 3. (a. v.) 

16. 
I have trodden the winepress alone ; 
and of the people there was none with 
me. 

Isaiah Ixiii, 3. (a.v.) 
17. 

Remember the word that I said unto 
you, A servant is not greater than his 
lord. If they persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you; if they kept my 
word, they will keep yours also. 

John XT, 20. (r.v.) 

18. 
Which of the prophets did not your 
fathers persecute ? and they killed them 
which shewed before of the coming of 
the Righteous One; of whom ye have 
now become betrayers and murderers. 

Acts vii, 52. (b.v.} 
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X, 19.22. 

19. 

Whosoever shall seek to gain his life 
shall lose it : but whosoever shall lose 
his life shall preserve it. 

Luke xvii, 33. (r.v.) 
20. 
Neither did we eat bread for nought 
at any man's hand, but in labour and 
travail, working night and day, that we 
might not burden any of you: not 
because we have not the right, but to 
make ourselves an ensample unto you, 
that ye should imitate us. 

II Thessalonians iii, 8, 9. (r.v.) 
21. 

Suffer hardship with me, as a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on 
service entangleth himself in the affairs 
of this life ; that he may please him who 
enrolled him as a soldier. And if also a 
man contend in the games he is not 
crowned except he have contended law- 
fully, n Timothy ii, 3, 4, 5. (r.v.) 

22. 

Ye shall be hated of all men for my 
name's sake : but he that endureth to 
the end, the same shall be saved. 

Matthew x, 22. (r.v.) 
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X, 23-26. 

23. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake; for their's is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Re- 
joice, and be exceeding glad : for great 
is your reward in heaven: for so per- 
secuted they the prophets which were 
before you. 

Matthew v, 10, 11, 12. (a. v.) 
24. 

Gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sobeo and hope to the end. 

I Peter i, 13. (a.v.) 

25. 

Put on the whole armour of God 
that ye may be able to stand. 

Ephesians vi, 11. (R.v.) 



The Leader's Duties. 

26. 

Let not him that girdeth on his 
armour boast himself as he that putteth 
it off. 

I Kings XX, 11. (R.y.) 
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X, 27-28. 

27. 

Having gifts differing according to the 
grace that was given to us, whether 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to 
the proportion of our faith; or ministry, 
let us give ourselves to our ministry ; or 
he that teacheth, to his teaching ; or he 
that exhorteth, to his exhorting: he 
that giveth, let him do it with liberality; 
he that ruleth, with diligence ; he that 
sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. Let 
love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that 
which is evil ; cleave to that which is 
good. 

Romans xii, 6-9. (R.v.) 



28. 

Know ye not that they which run in a 
race run all, but one receiveth a prize ? 
Even so run, that ye may attain. And 
every man that striveth in the games is 
temperate in all things. Now they do 
it to receive a corruptible crown; but 
we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, 
as not uncertainly: so fight I, as not 
beating the air : but I buffet my body, 
and bring it into bondage : lest by any 
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X, 29-31. 

means, after that I have preached to 
others, I myself should be rejected. 

I Corinthians ix, 24-27. (r.v.) 
29. 

The good man out of his good treasure 
bringeth forth good things: and the evil 
man out of his evil treasure bringeth 
forth evil things. ... By thy words 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned. 

Matthew xii, 35, 37. (r.v.) 
30. 

Here, moreover, it is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful. 

I Corinthians iv, 2. (R.v.) 

31. 

Be subject to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's sake: whether it be to 
the king, as supreme ; or unto governors, 
as sent by him for vengeance on evil- 
doers and for praise to them that do 
well. For so is the will of God, that by 
welldoing ye should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men : as free, and 
not using your freedom for a cloke of 
wickedness, but as bond-servants of 
God. 

I Peter ii, 13-16. (r.v.) 
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X, 32-35. 

32. 

Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, 
that ye may see. Who is blind, but my 
servant ? or deaf, as my messenger that 
I send? who is blind as he that is at 
peace with me, and blind as the Lord's 
servant ? Thou seest many things but 
thou observest not ; his ears are open, 
but he heareth not. 

Isaiah xlii, 18-20. (r.v.) 
33 

Who hath despised the day of small 
things ? 

Zechariah iv, 10. (r.v.) 
34. 

Be not careful overmuch. 

II Esdras ii, 27. (apoc.) 



When Rejected the Leader must 
be Undismayed. 

35. 

Whosoever shall not receive you, nor 
hear your words, as ye go forth out of 
that house or that city, shake off the 

dust of your feet. 

Matthew x, 14. (r.v.) 
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So* 

Say to them that are of a fearful 
heart, Be strong, fear not : behold, your 
God will come with vengeance, with the 
recompense of God ; he will come and 
save you. 

Isaiah xxxv, 4. (r.v.) 

37. 
What shall we say then to these 
things ? If God be for us, who can be 
against us? 

Romans viii, 31. (a. v.) 
38. 

Thou art my lamp, O Lord : and the 
Lord will lighten my darkness. For by 
thee I run upon a troop : by my God do 
I leap over a wall. 

II Samuel xxii, 29, 30. (r.v.) 



False Leaders. 

39. 

Beware of false prophets, which come 
to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves. Ye shall 
know them by their fruits. 

Matthew vii, 15, 16. (a.v.) 
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X,40. 
40. 

The word of the Liord came unto me, 
saying, Son of man, prophesy against 
the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and 
say unto them. Thus saith the Lord 
Ood unto the shepherds; Woe be to the 
shepherds of Israel that do feed them- 
selves I Should not the shepherds feed 
the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye 
cloth you with the wool, ye kill them 
that are fed : but ye feed not the flock. 
The diseased have ye not strengthened, 
neither have ye healed that which was 
sick, neither have ye bound up that 
which was broken, neither have ye 
brought again that which was driven 
away, neither have ye sought that which 
was lost; but with force and with 
cruelty have ye ruled them. And they 
were scattered, because there is no 
shepherd. . . . My sheep wandered 
through all the mountains, and upon 
every high hill: yea, my flock was 
scattered upon all the face of the earth, 
and none did search or seek after them. 
Therefore ye shepherds, hear the word 
of the LfOrd; As I live, saith the Lord 
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X, 41. 

God, . . Behold, I am against the shep- 
herds; and I will require my flock at 
their hand. ... I will feed my flock, 
and I will cause them to lie down. 
.... And they shall no more be a 
prey to the heathen, neither shall the 
beast of the land devour them; but 
they shall dwell safely, and none shall 
make them afraid. And ye my flock, 
the flock of my pasture, are men, and I 
am your God, saith the Lord God. 

Ezekiel xxxiv, 1-10, 15, 28, 31. (a.v.) 



41. 

Jesus said to the scribes and Phari- 
sees, Ye have made void the word of 
God because of your tradition. Ye 
hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of 
you, saying. This people honoureth me 
with their lips; but their heart is far 
from me. But in vain do they worship 
me, teaching as their doctrines the pre- 
cepts of men. And he called to him 
the multitude, and said unto them, 

Hear, and understand. 

Matthew xv, 6-10. (r,v. 
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X, 42-43. 
42. 

Thus saith the Lord concerning the 
prophets that make my people to err ; 
that bite with their teeth and cry, 
Peace; and whoso putteth not into 
their mouths, they even prepare war 
against him : therefore it shall be night 
unto you, that ye shall have no vision ; 
and it shall be dark unto you, that ye 
shall not divine ; and the sun shall go 
down upon the prophets, and the day 
shall be black over them. And the 
seers shall be ashamed, and the diviners 
confounded; yea, they shall all cover 
their lips : for there is no answer of 
God. 

Micah iii, 5-7. (R.v.) 
43. 

Now go, write it before them on a 
tablet, and inscribe it in a book, that it 
may be for the time to come for ever and 
ever. For it is a rebellious people, lying 
children, children that will not hear the 
law of the Lord: which say to the 
seers. See not ; and to the prophets, 
Prophesy not unto us right things, speak 
unto us smooth things, prophesy de- 



LEADERSHIP. 169 

X, 44.45. 

ceits: get you out of the way, turn 
aside out of the path, cause the Holy 
One of Israel to cease from before us. 

Isaiah xxx, 8-11. (r.v.) 
44. 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world. 

I John iv, 1. (a.v.) 



Leaders of the Past* 

45. 

Moses was learned in all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
words and in deeds. . . . And seeing one 
of his brethren suffer wrong, he defended 
him, and avenged him that was op- 
pressed, and smote the Egyptian. For 
he supposed his brethren would have 
understood how that God by his hand 
would deliver them, but they understood 
not. And the next day ... he would 
have set them at one again, saying. Sirs, 
ye are brethren ; why do ye wrong one to 
another ? But he that did his neighbour 
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X, 46-47. 
wrong thrust him away, saying. Who 
made thee a ruler and a judge over us ? 
Acts vii, 22, 24-27. (a.v.) 

46. 
This Moses whom they refused, say- 
ing. Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge ? the same did God send to be a 
ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the 
angel which appeared to him in the 
bush. He brought them out, after that 
he had shewed wonders and signs in 
the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, 
and in the wilderness forty years. 

Acta vii, 35, 3S. (a.v.) 

47. 
Moses told his father in law all that 
the Lord had done unto Pharaoh and to 
the Egyptians for Israel's sake, all the 
travail that bad come upon them by the 
way, and how the Lord delivered them. 
And Jethro rejoiced .... and said, 
Blessed be the Lord, who hath delivered 
you out of the hand of the Egyptians. 
. . . Now I know that the Lord is 
greater than all gods: yea, in the thing 
wherein they dealt proudly against them. 
. . . When Jethro saw all that Moses 
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X.47. 

did to the people, he said, What is this 
thing that thou doest to the people? 
Why sittest thou thyself alone, and all 
the people stand about thee from 
morning unto even? . . . The thing 
that thou doest is not good. Thou wilt 
surely wear away, both thou, and this 
people that is with thee : for the thing 
is too heavy for thee ; thou art not able 
to perform it thyself alone. Hearken 
now unto my voice, I will give thee 
counsel, and God be with thee : be thou 
for the people to God-ward, and bring 
thou the causes unto God; and thou 
shalt teach them the statutes and the 
laws, and shalt shew them the way 
wherein they must walk, and the work 
that they must do. Moreover thou shalt 
provide out of all the people able men, 
such as fear God, men of truth, hating 
unjust gain ; and place such over them, 
to be rulers of thousands, rulers of 
hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of 
tens : and let them judge the people at 
all seasons: and it shall be, that every 
great matter they shall bring unto thee, 
but every small matter they shall judge 
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X, 48-49. 

themselves: so shall it be easier for 
thyself, and they shall bear the burden 
with thee. 

Exodus xviii, 8-22. (r.v.) 
48. 

Elijah came ... to Horeb, the mount 
of God . . . and lodged in a cave ; and, 
behold, the word of the Lord came to 
him, and he said unto him, What doest 
thou here, Elijah ? And he said, I have 
been very jealous for the Lord, the God 
of hosts ; for the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thine altars, and slain thy prophets with 
the sword; and I, even I only, am left; 
and they seek my life, to take it away. 
. . . And the Lord said unto him. Go, 
return on thy way . . . yet will I leave 
me seven thousand in Israel. ... So he 
departed thence, and found Elisha. 

I Kings xix, 9, 10, 15, 18, 19. (R.v.) 
49. 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
answered and said unto the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to 
answer thee in this matter. If it be so, 
our God whom we serve is able to 
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X, 50-51. 

deliver us from the burning fiery fur- 
nace; and he will deliver us out of thine 
hand, O king. But if not, be it known 
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up. 

Daniel ii, 16, 17. (r.v.) 

50. 

I told them of the hand of. my God 

which was good upon me; as also 

of the king's words that he had spoken 

unto me. And they said, Let us rise up 

and build. So they strengthened their 

hands for the good work. But when 

Sanballat . . . heard it, they laughed us 

to scorn, and despised us, and said. 

What is this thing that ye do ? will ye 

rebel against the king ? Then answered 

I them . . . The God of heaven, he will 

prosper us; therefore we his servants 

will arise and build: but ye have no 

portion, nor right, nor memorial, in 

Jerusalem. 

Nehemiah ii, 18-20. (r.v.) 

51. 
Sanballat . • . spake and said. What 
do these feeble Jews ? will they fortify 
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X, 52-53. 

themselves? will they sacrifice? will 

they make an end in a day ? will they 

revive the stones out of the heaps 

of rubbish, seeing they are burned? 

Nehemiah rose up, and said ... Be not 

ye afraid of them : remember the Lord, 

which is great and terrible, and fight for 

your brethren, your sons and your 

daughters, yours wives and your houses. 

And it came to pass, when our enemies 

heard that it was known unto us, and 

God had brought their counsel to 

nought, that we returned all of us to 

the wall, every one unto his work. 

Nehemiah iv, 2, 14, 15. (r.v.) 

52. 

In those days came John the Baptist, 

preaching in the wilderness of Judsea, 

and saying. Repent ye : for the kingdom 

of heaven is at hand. 

Matthew iii, 1, 2, 3. (a. v.) 

53. 

The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make strait in the desert a high- 
way for our God. 

Isaiah xl, 3. (a. v.) 
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54. 

Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, 

among them that are born of women 

there hath not risen a greater than John 

the Baptist : notwithstanding he that is 

least in the kingdom of heaven is 

greater than he. 

Matthew xi, 11. (a. v.) 



55. 

The Jews' passover was at hand, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and found 
in the temple those that sold oxen and 
sheep and doves, and the changers of 
money sitting : and when he had made 
a scourge of small cords, he drove them 
all out of the temple, and the sheep, and 
the oxen ; and poured out the changers' 
money, and overthrew the tables ; and 
said unto them that sold doves, Take 
these things hence; make not my 
Father's house an house of merchandise. 

John ii, 13-16. (a.v.) 



56. 

Ye have made it a den of thieves. 

Matthew xxi, 13. (a.v.) 
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X,57. 
57. 

Paith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence* of things not seen. 
By it the elders . . . Abel . • . Enoch . . • 
Noah . . . Abraham . • . Moses . . • David . . . 
Samuel . . . The prophets . . . subdued 
kingdoms . . . wrought righteousness . . • 
stopped the mouths of lions, . . . escaped 
the edge of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, waxed valiant in 
fight, turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens. . . . They were stoned, they 
were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 
slain with the sword: they wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins; 
being destitute, afflicted, tormented ; of 
whom the world was not worthy. . . . 
These all, having obtained a good report 
through faith, received not the promise : 
God having provided some better thing 
for us, that they without us should not 
be made perfect. 

Hebrews xi, 1-34, 37-40. (a.v.) 
'American R.V., " conviction." 
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SECTION XL 



FAITH AND HOPE 

IN THE ULTIMATE TRIUMPH OP 

RIGHT AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Summary. 

1-4 — ^An ideal is placed before us of a 
time when difficulties shall be smoothed 
away, and when there shall be greater 
equality, independence, and freedom. 
546 — Jesus Christ taught his followers 
to pray for the coming of the kingdom 
of God upon earth; the prophets also 
foretell the victory of good over evil. 
17-21 — But it is useless to pray unless 
we also bestir ourselves to work, and 
work with confidence and hope of better 
days. 22-29 — Let us then go forth and 
work for the reform of social life, striv- 
ing to raise character, and to bring to 
pass a higher level of righteousness and 
rectitude of conduct among mankind. 
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XI, 1-2. 

The Ideal of Peace and Happiness. 

1. 
It shall come to pass in the day that 
the Lord shall give thee rest from thy 
sorrow, and from thy trouble, and from 
the hard service wherein thou wast 
made to serve, that thou shalt take up 
this parable . . and say, How hath the 
oppressor ceased! the *golden city 
ceased I The Lord hath broken the 
stafiP of the wicked, the sceptre of the 
rulers ; that smote the peoples in wrath 
with a continual stroke, that ruled the 
nations in anger, with a persecution 
that none restrained. The whole earth 
is at rest, and is quiet: they break 
forth into singing. 

Isaiah xiv, 3-7. (r.v.) 
*Margin, " Exactness." 

2. 

Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made 
low: and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain: 
and the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed. 

Isaiah xl, 4. (R.y.) 
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XI, 3-5. 

3. 

Every valley shall be filled, and every 

mountain and hill shall be brought low; 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways shall be made 

smooth; and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God. 

Luke iii, 5, 6. (a. v.) 

4. 
And he shall judge among many 
people, and rebuke strong nations afar 
off: and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up a 
sword against nation, neither shall th^y 
learn war any more. But they shall sit 
every man under his vine and under his 
fig tree ; and none shall make them 
afraid : for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. 

Micah iv, 3, 4. (a. v.) 



The Meaning of the Prayer 
"Thy ian^dom Come." 

5. 

One of his disciples said unto Jesus, 
Lord, teach us to pray. . . And he said 
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XI, 6-10. 

unto them, When ye pray, say, Our 
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in 
earth. 

Luke xi, 1, 2. (a.v.) 
6. 

The Jerusalem that is above is free. 

Galatians iv, 26. (r.v.) 
7. 

The heavens are the heavens of the 
Lord; but the earth hath he given to the 
children of men. 

Psalm cxv, 16. (r.v.) 

8. 
They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the sun 

strike upon them, nor any heat. 

Revelation vii, 16. (R.V.) 

9. 

Abide still, O my people, and take 
thy rest, for thy quietness shall come. 

II Esdras ii, 24. (apoc.) 
10. 

The kingdom is already prepared for 

you: watch. 

II Esdras ii, 13. (apoc.) 
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XI, 11-12. 

11. 
Behold, the days come, when the 
Most High will begin to deliver them 
that are upon the earth. And there 
shall come astonishment of mind upon 
them that dwell on the earth. And one 
shall think to war against another, city 
against city, place against place, people 
against people, and kingdom against 
kingdom. And it shall be, when these 
things come to pass, and the signs shall 
happen which I shewed thee before, 
then shall my Son be revealed. 

II Esdras xiii, 29-32. (apoc.) 



12. 

He shall wipe away every tear from 
their eyes ; and death shall be no more ; 
neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain any more: the first 
things are passed away. And he that 
sitteth on the throne said. Behold I 
make all things new. And he said. 
Write : for these words are faithful and 
true. ... He that overcometh shall 
inherit these things. 

Revelation xxi, 4, 5. 7. (R.v.) 
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XI, 13-14. 
13. 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall 
be unstopped. Then shall the lame 
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of 
the dumb shall sing : for in the wilder- 
ness shall waters break out, and streams 
in the desert, . . and the ransomed of 
the Lord shall return, and come with 
singing unto Zion ; and everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads: they shall 
obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

Isaiah xxxv, 5, 6, 10. (r.v.) 



14. 
With righteousness shall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the 
meek of the earth. . . . And righteous- 
ness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins. . . . 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain : for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea. 

Isaiah xi, 4, 5, 9. (r.v.) 
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XI, 15-16. 

15. 

Shall the prey be taken from the 
mighty, or the lawful captives be de- 
livered ? But thus saith the Lord, Even 
the captives of the mighty shall be 
taken away, and the prey of the terrible 
shall be delivered: for I will contend 
with him that contendeth with thee, 
and I will save thy children. . . And all 
flesh shall know that I the Lord am thy 

saviour and thy redeemer. 

Isaiah xlix, 24, 25, 26. (r.v.) 



16. 

Thou hast been a strength to the 
poor, a strength to the needy in his 
distress, a refuge from the storm, a 
shadow from the heat, when the blast 
of the terrible ones is as a storm 
against the wall. . . . He will swallow 
up death in victory : and the Lord God 
will wipe away tears from off all faces : 
and the rebuke of his people shall he 
take away from off all the earth: for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 

Isaiah xxv, 4, 8. (a. v.) 
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XI, 17-20. 

A Call to Arouse Ourselves and Work. 

17. 
Order ye the buckler and shield, and 
draw near to battle. Harness the 
horses and get up, ye horsemen, and 
stand forth with your helmets ; furbish 
the spears, put on the coats of mail. 
Wherefore have I seen it? they are 
dismayed and are turned backward; 
and their mighty ones are beaten down, 
and are fled apace, and look not back : 

terror is on every side, saith the Lord. 

Jeremiah xlvi, 3. (r.v.) 

18. 
Turn you to the stronghold, ye 
prisoners of hope. 

Zechariah ix, 12. (R.v.) 
19. 

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick : 
but when the desire cometh, it is a tree 

of life. Proverbs xiii, 12. (a.v.) 

20. 
The night is far spent, and the day is 
at hand: let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on 
the armour of light. 

Romans xiii, 12. (r.^v.) 
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XI, 21-28. 

21. 
Strengthen ye the weak hands and 
confirm the feeble knees. Say to them 
that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear not: behold, your God will come 
. . and save you. 

Isaiah xxxv, 8, 4. (r.v.) 



The Hope of Better Days on Earth. 

22. 

A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
the smoking flax shall he not quench: 
he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 
He shall not fail nor be discouraged, 
till he have set judgment in the earth : 
and the isles shall wait for his law. . . . 
I the Lord have called thee in righteous- 
ness, and will hold thine hand, and will 
keep thee. . . 1 am the Lord, that is 
my name, and my glory will I not give 
to another, neither my praise to graven 
images. Behold the former things 
are come to pass, and new things do I 
declare. 

Isaiah xlii, 8, 4, 6, 8, 9. (a. v.) 
28. 

Give the king thy judgments, O God, 
and thy righteousness unto the king's 
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XI, 24-25. 

son. He shall judge thy people with 
righteousness, and thy poor with judg- 
ment. . . He shall judge the poor of 
the people, he shall save the children of 
the needy, and shall bfeak in pieces the 
oppressor. ... In his days shall the 
righteous flourish; and abundance of 
peace, so long as the moon endureth. 

Psalm Ixxii, 1, 2, 4, 7. (a. v.) 
24. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts: If thou 
wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt 
keep my charge, then thou shalt also 
judge my house, and shalt also keep my 
courts, and I will give thee places to 
walk among these that stand by. . . . In 
that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall 
ye call every man his neighbour under 

the vine and under the fig tree. 

Zechariah iii, 7, 10. (a. v.) 
25. 
Yet a little while, and the wicked shall 
not be: yea thou shalt diligently con- 
sider his place, and he shall not be« 
But the meek shall inherit the land; 
and shall delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace. 

Psalm xxxvH, 10, 11. (r.v.) 
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XI, 26-29. 

26. 
I hate, I despise your feasts, and I 
will take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. Yea, though ye offer me 
your burnt offerings and meal offerings, 
I will not accept them: neither will I 
regard the peace offerings of your fat 
beasts. Take thou away from me the 
noise of thy songs ; for I will not hear 
the melody of thy viols. But let judg- 
ment roll down as waters, and righteous- 
ness as a mighty stream. 

Amos V, 21-24. (r.v.) 

27. 
To him that ordereth his conversation 
aright will I shew the salvation of God. 

Psalm 1, 23. (r.v.) 

28. 
I am God, and not man; the Holy 
One in the midst of thee. 

Hosea xi, 9. (r.v.) 
29. 
Therefore turn thou to thy God : keep 
mercy and judgment, and wait on thy 

God continually. 

Hosea xii, 6. (R.v.) 
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in the moves of the game of mere party politics, are to 
be condemned. But this book is free from any such 
reproach." 

0. 

LITERARY WORLD. 

'*It is admirably done, and the compiler and 
editor has our unfeigned thanks for her work." 



CO-OPERATIVE NEWS. 

"To lecturers and public speakers this little 
manu'^^ should be of interest and use." 



" - 

COMMONWEALTH. 

"We heartily recommend it.'* 
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